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A CHINESE LIBRARY. 


A wonderful land and people are China and the Chinese. 
The more we know of them the more we see to admire. 

Americans may learn much from them. Their respect for 
education is very great. We are assured that every citizen 
is taught to read and write. The avenues of learning are 
open to the poorest and humblest. One has pertinently said 
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that it would take the whole seventy-five thousand Chinese 
now in this country to furnish school teachers for Americans 
who cannot read or write. 


Confucius, their most honored historical character, left 
writings which are carefully preserved and taught. 
temples have been built for him. 
at Peking. 


Many 
One of the most noted is 
Near it is a structure called the Imperial Pavil- 
ion. It is two stories 
high and contains a 
throne from which 
the emperor is accus- 
tomed to confer hon- 
ors upon such 
have successfully 
striven for literary 
rank and fame. 


as 


On two sides of 
this pavilion, under 
two long and low 
corridors are arrang- 
about two hun- 
dredimmense granite 
tablets, 


ed 


each 
or eight feet 


seven 
high, 


and of proportionate 
width and thickness, 
On _ these 
graved 


are 
the entire 
contents of thirteen 
Hi books, which consti- 
tute the Chinese 
Classics. The char- 


en- 


acters are neatly cut 


It shows how much this 


has anything to compare with it. 

people reverence Confucius, Mencius and other sages. 
‘Chinese characters are often styled ‘the eyes of the 

sages,’ and sometimes ‘the tracks or marks which sages 


on the two sides of 
the tablets. 

It is a wonderful 
library from which 
any one may read. 
No country 
have left behind.’ ‘If one protects or respects the eyes of 
the sages (¢. ¢., Chinese characters), it is just the same as 
protecting his own eyes from becoming blind.’ Not to re- 


spect lettered paper is to be ‘a blind buffalo.’ "’ 


other 
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THE OBJECTS OF PHILATELY. 
BY JOSEPH J. CASEY. 


3 Is there a limit 
to stamp collect- 
ing? Will the 

$stamp collector 
have finished when 

f ge has gotten to- 


gether every speci- 
men laid down in 


IIIA TA 
the completest catalogue. 

Coins and stamps have many things in com- 
mon, though the former is by far the nobler pur- 
suit. History would be wanting in many of its 
interesting details—those, for instance, concern- 
ing the inner workings of the nation or people— 
if numismatists had no higher motive than the 
perfect formation of their cabinets in their 
several specialties. There may be coin collect- 
ors as there are stamp collectors, whose only 
ambition may seem the accumulation of pieces 
of copper, or silver, or gold. From these one 
may learn the rarity of a certain piece, or its 
market value, but never the cause for its origin, 
the motives for its change—in fine, that solid in- 
formation without which the cabinet, however 
rich it may be, is yet a mere plaything. 

Numismatics has long been considered one of 
the sciences, because, uniting pleasure with 
study, it tends to diffuse knowledge made avail- 
able to every one. Its great strength may be 
seen in the ancient coins—particularly those of 
Greece and Rome—which are an open book of 
the inner life of those nations. We venture to 
say, however, that the results now evident in 
numismatics would never have been obtained if 
collectors gathered their specimens without a 
thought beyond their market value. 

In stamp collecting there is no reason why 
similar results can not be obtained. It, too, has 
its selfish side—the personal gratification of the 
collector, depending upon the length of his 
purse. Here ambition goes no further than the 
amassing of quantities. But there is the nobler 
side, and for this we have always contended. 

If stamp collecting lacks that respectability 
which age confers, it must be remembered that 
the stamps themselves are but recent innovations. 
There is that in them which more than counter- 
balances this respectability and gives stamp col- 
lecting a tone at once marked and decided. It 
is an educator in every sense of the word, and in 
its curriculum embraces all the other arts and 
sciences. Your true student of philately looks 
beyond the printed or embossed impressions and 
though the field in which he works may be 
limited by the recent origin of his specimens, 
still there is nothing to prevent him from going 
beyond into all the past. However, if he con- 
fines himself to what is directly suggested by his 
collection, he will have ample material for the 
most elaborate study. And herein will be found 


that higher plane to which we invite every col- 
lector. Here will be found those incentives 
which make stamp collecting more than an 
amusing pastime, and lasting long after your 
collection will have been completed. 

To illustrate: On the current stamps of the 
United States are certain portraits. These rep- 
resent certain individuals, named in the cata- 
logues. Who they are, why they are so repre- 
sented, what they have done, are natural inquiries 
and lead at once to a knowledge of the history 
of this country. A 5c. stamp makes its appear- 
ance, and, from the stamp papers, one learns 
that it is for postage between certain countries, 
and represents one of the heroes of the Mexican 
war. Insidiously one is led to inquire into this 
war, and soon learns the relations which have 
existed and now exist between Mexico and this 
country. ‘The reasons for the use of the stamp 
are taken up, and one is brought face to face 
with certain other foreign countries. 

Another instance: A coilector obtains a set 
of stamps which he is told comes from Mont- 
enegro, or perhaps Servia. Inquiries are made, 
and history and geography come into play to tell 
him where those countries are, the people in- 
habiting them, their importance in the political 
world. With renewed interest he follows their 
struggles for independence, and suddenly the 
dispatches in the newspapers of the day open 
new regions for thought which he eagerly pro- 
ceeds to lay bare, and this unceasingly and un- 
tiringly, because their is a certain pleasure be- 
hind all to urge him forward. 

We might go on indefinitely in this strain, 
showing how the judgement is sharpened to de- 
tect the true from the false; how the taste is 
strengthened or cultivated in the efforts to ac- 
quire neatness and precision; how the eye is 
improved in its desire to attain certain effects 
by the proper adjustment of colors and shades, 
and so on through the whole scale, almost, of 
human knowledge. 

With such grand. objects accessible to all, 
stamp collecting need not longer be treated as a 
childish pastime. It will present a ready answer 
to “what good is it?” or ‘what are you going to 
do with your stamps?” and from a pretense of 
passing time away frivolously, will become a 
reality of employing leisure hours profitably.— 
Coin and Stamp Fournal. 


Night by the Sea. 


I had not slept. The casement, opened wide, 
Let in the pleasant night air; and sound 

Of softest waves that lingered on the beach, 
Washing the sands so gently ; 't was more like 
The slow and quiet breath of one who slumbers, 


Than the strong voice of the great deep. 
—Edwin Athrestone, 


eae 


THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, 
BY F. H. SWARTZ, 


Virgin Islands were discoy- 
Yered by Columbus 1493, and 
consist of a cluster of rocks, 
Only a portion of them belong 
to Great Britain, the Danes 
possessing St. Thomas, St. 
John, and Sainte Croix, and 
the Spaniards claiming those 
nearest to Puetro Rico. ‘The 
2 largest island in the group be- 

longing to England is Tortola, 
which is situated in 18° 27’ N. lat. and 64° 39’ 
W. long. 

The Government consists of an Executive and 
Legislative Council. Sugar 1s grown in small 
quantities, and many of the landed proprietors 
have recently planted cotton with success. On 
the 29th October, 1867, the islands were visited 
by a terrible hurricane, which caused great des- 
truction to life and property. Sir Arthur Rum- 
bold, administrator of St. Kitts, thus describes 
the calamity, which I extract as a specimen of 
the visitations to which these islands are fre- 
quently subjected : 

“The storm lasted from eleven a. m. to three 
p. m., but the greatest force was from twelve to 
two; in that brief space of time two-thirds of the 
miserable tenements of the town were blown 
down. The gaol is destroyed; the church, the 
hospital, pier, school-house, Wesleyan chapel 
and poor-house are also destroyed, and my own 
dwelling unroofed and rendered uninhabitable. 
The loss of life cannot as yet be correctly ascer- 
tained. I have, however, been officially in- 
formed of about twelve deaths in the town, two 
at Peter’s Island, two at West End, while I hear 
that a quantity of people are killed in other parts 
of the country, and scarcely a hut or habitation 
is left standing. All was bright and verdant ; 
the withering blast has passed over it, and not 
a fruit or other tree remains. The works of the 
few remaining estates are all totally destroyed.” 

Another hurricane, in August, 1871, inflicted 
nearly equal damage. 

The islands now belonging to Great Britain 
were first colonized by a party of Dutch buccan- 
eers, who, about 1868, established themselves on 
Tortola, but were soon afterwards driven out by 
English adventurers of the same class, when, 
ere long, they were attached to the government 
of the Leeward Islands. It is to be feared that 
terrible cruelty was practiced towards the slaves 
in Tortola. In 1811 a planter named Hodge 
was hung for murdering his negroes by slow tor- 
tures—a measure that called forth such indigna- 
tion amongst the whites that the Governor was 
obliged to proceed in person to Tortola and 
proclaim martial law before the sentence could 
be executed. ‘This hideous ruffian was a mem- 


ber of Council ! 
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The area of the Virgin Islands—so called 
after St Ursula and the eleven thousand maid- 
ens—is 57 square miles, with a population of 
6,551 souls. 

The first stamps issued by this country was in 
1875, which consisted of 1 penny, green, with 
the figure of Virgin in the center, with name at 
the top and denomination at the bottom; 4 
pence, red brown, with same cut, only about 
one-third larger ; 6 pence, rose, with figure of 
Virgin ; 1 shilling, crimson, with cut the same 
as the 6 pence; and shilling crimson with scarlet 
edge, the same as the other. The next issue 
was 1n 1880, which consisted of 1 penny green, 
and 2% pence green. The design was as fol- 
lows: In the center the bust of the Queen, 
with Virgin Islands at the top and denomination 
at the bottom. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 1883. 


A MORNING FLIGHT. 


BY EDITH M. THOMAS. 


There was a mortal, once, who bribed a lark, — 

Just plumed for flight up through the glimmering dark, — 
To go not to Aurora’s court that morn, 

But lend its pinions to a spirit shorn, 

That it might see again the glad demesne 

It left, unwilling, for a lodge terrene. 

I know not what the mortal pledged to pay; 


The lark consented, and he flew away. 


What saw he first in heav’n? An airy troop, 
That past the flickering day-star file, and stoop 
To scatter balms to bathe the happy eyes 

Of sleepers on the earth, to make them spies 
On Nature's secret plannings for the day. 

Here, from he gates of dawn, some beat away 
The loitering zephyrs missioned to awake 

The dozing flowers, and of their sweetness take 
A tithe to please the queen of summer light ; 
There, some were hearing youngling larks recite, 
For the first time, their carols in the sky; 

With kindly heartenings, others led on high 
Those souls of mortals summoned from earth 


When daylight pales the flame of lamp and hearth. 


* * * * * * * 
* 


’Tis day, —'tis noontime, —Vespers’ hour,—dead night,— 
Time's drawn a thousand circles dark and light, 

But has not brought the ingrate traveler back. 
Somewhere amid the grass a lark must lack 

A pair of wings, and lack those wings for aye: 


Who borrowed them doth follow Morn alway; 
And she hath taught him music so divine, 


All listeners here below with envy pine, 


Geneva, O., Feb. 1, 1884. 


= 


32 THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


Exchanges. 


Exchange list is open to yearly subscribers only, and those 
whose names are entered upon our books will have the 
privilege of inserting exchanges. Exchanges must be written 
on one side of a slip of paper separate from other matter 
and must not exceed thirty words, and we reserve the right 
to decline to publish any exchanges. 


D. & R., box 85, Union Springs, N. Y., offer® 
birds’ eggs, Indian relics, and minerals for birds 
eggs. 

Harry Green, box 135, Station A, Cleveland, 


Os, oflers 10 postmarks for every 10 stamps. No 
common United States wanted. 
U. S. 1 and % cents for the same. Rare 


stamps for autographs, old papers, coins, etc. 
Wm. F. Cornell, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Foreign and U. S. copper coins for Confeder- 
ate notes of all denominations or American 
silver. T. B. Bennell, 304 Broadway, N. Y. 


Frank K. Rising, Lena, IIl., offers 33 varieties 
foreign stamps for one. Indian arrow head; 13 
advertising cards for any coin catalogued at 2 
cents or over. 


Genuine U. S. local stamps for old coins. 
Send list. Japanese coins for U. S. fractional 
currency. Stamps for coins or fossils. W. E. 
Skinner, Lynn, Mass. 


Jacob H,. Steinberg, Traverse City, Mich., 
offers a lead and slate pencil sharpener for 
every 3 or 5 cents script, 2 Confederate notes 
or 10 cents script. 


J. G. Bingham, McGrawville, N. Y., has old 
books of the sixteenth and seventeenth century 
to exchange for United States fractional currency. 
State quality and condition. 


C. G. McKenzie, box 117, Hudson, Col. co., 
N. Y., has rare old United States and foreign 
coins for fine to proof United States copper 
cents, half-cents and good colonials. 


Match, medicine, revenues of all kinds, un- 
used postal cards and philatelic papers to ex- 
change for tite same. Will G. Saxton, No. 92 
W. Tuscarawas ave., Canton, Ohio. 


Hopkins Bertram, Smith's Grove, Ky., offers 
10 different post marks from Ky., and 1o dif- 
ferent foreign stamps for 25 different postmarks 


from any other State, or every perfect arrow 
head. 


Stamps for postmarks. All kinds of curiosities 
for back numbers of OLp Curtosiry SHop, or 
Golden Days or Golden Argosy. Stone heads to 
war clubs for offers. W. K. Moorehead, Box 57, 
Xenia, Ohio, 


I wish to exchange U. S. for foreign stamps 
with dealers in foreign countries ; also, foreign 
stamps for U. S., and foreign stamps for old U. 
S. and foreign coins, Paul Martini, Darke Co., 
Greenville, Ohio. 


One hundred foreign stamps for every U. S. 


copper cent or half-cent ; 50 foreign stamps for 
every foreign coin excepting one cent Canada. 
Poor coins not taken. E, George, Box 424, 
Independence, Iowa. 


E. G. Ward, Buckland, Franklin county, Mass., 
offers foreign and U. S. coins, birds’ eggs from 
Florida and Massachusetts, arrow points, min- 
erals. For the same want 1811 Y%c., 1846 % 
dime, etc., in exchange. 


Minerals, foreign stamps, post marks, papers, 
books, insects and eggs to exchange for eggs, 
insects and books on ornithology, oology, ento- 
mology and taxidermy. Carleton Gilbert, 116 
Wildwood ave., Jackson, Mich. 


Lincoln Rappleye, Trumansburg, N. Y., offers 
1,000 well mixed foreign stamps for any of the 
following, viz.: 100 match stamps of any kind, 
300 U. 5. revenue stamps, 3,000 U. S. postage 
stamps of any kind, or 4 V nickels without cents. 


I have about 200 different numbers of Sea- 
side, Franklin Sq., Lovells, War and other 
libraries to exchange for stamps of all kinds in 
good condition, in any quantities. Brooklyn 
Bridge, Newburgh, Evacuation and other medals 
for stamp papers, albums, and a foreign revenue 
catalogue. George E. Fownes, 202 William st., 
New York. 


Wise Words. 


Little minds are vexed with trifles.—Za Roch- 
efoucauld, 


The absurd man is the man who never changes. 
—Belmontet. 


A father is a banker given by nature. 


‘True modesty protects a woman better than 
her garments. 


I like the laughter that opens the lips and the 
heart, that shows at the same time pearls and the 
soul.— Victor Hugo. 


There is pleasure in meeting the eyes of those 
to whom we have done good.—Le Bruyere. 


To speak, but say nothing, is for three people 
out of four to express all they think.—O. Com- 
mettant, 


Reason is the last resort of love. —/e/vetius. 


Many are esteemed, only because they are not 
known. 


We have three kinds of friends—those who 
love us, those who are indifferent to us, and those 
who hate us.—Cham/fort. 


So he that saileth in this world of pleasure, 
Feeding on sweets, that never bit of th’ sowre, 
That's full of friends, of honor, and of treasure, 
Fond fool! he takes this world even for heaven's bower; 
But sad affliction comes, and makes him see 
Here 's neither honor, wealth, nor safety; 
Only above is found all with security, 


—— 
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TO WALT WHITMAN. 


O, rich fulfilment of the Prophecies, 

By God's own finger writ on every hand, 

In plain and mountain of thy native land ; 
Its boundless prairies, rivers, lakes and seas, 
O Bard! with thought and speech befitting these, 

And soul in all as generously planned ! 

Present in thee, by Nature's largess, stand 
And voice themselves the world’s democracies. 
All powers that wait on freedom, thee attend, 

And breathe in every cadence of thy song ; 
And every impulse that doth work the Will 
That shapes the world forever to the end, 
That heaven in man shall yet itself fulfil, 

Is thine ally and shall thy verse prolong. 


— Walter R. Thomas. 


THE LIBRARY. 


Thus have I made, as it were, a small globe of the intel- 
lectual world.~-Bacon. 

It were easy to multiply the number of useful volumes, 
valuable in the library of those who use books as tools. 
There are books of information; and of those relating to 
professions and the sciences, which may not be neglected. 
But the following books selected from twenty-five authors 
and not over fifty in number, touch all the springs of hu- 
man existence, go to build upa lofty character and ‘ re- 
late our knowledge to our sense for conduct, and to our 
sense for beauty” : 


FICTION. 


Don Quixote.—Romance and common sense of life. 

David Copperfield.—Domestic life. 

Vanity Fair.—Society life. 

Ivanhoe.—Physical heroism. 

Wilhelm Meister.—Relation of the individual to his own 
culture, criticismS of life in literature, and art. 

Les Miserables.—Moral heroism of life as related to the 
individual, the family, the church, and the nation. 


POETRY. 

Homer.—The poet of the nation. 

The Iliad.—Nation in relation to nation. 

The Odessey.—Nation in relation to the family. 

Shakespeare.—Poet of the individual, family and nation. 

Comedies.—Family and Social life. 

Tragedies.—Society to the individual. 

Historical Plays.—Relation of family to State. 

Goethe.—Poet of the individual. 

Faust.—Relation of individual culture to the world, the 
family, the State, religion, and art. 

Mrs. Browning.—‘‘Shakespeare’s daughter.” 

Tennyson.—The poet of modern life and thought. 

Longfellow. —The poet of rest and consolation. 


PROSE. 

Plato.—The philosopher of ideal life. 
Bacon.—The philosopher of practical life. 
Emerson.—The modern Plato, 
Burke.—Writer, orator, and philosophical statesman. 
Webster.—Orator and statesman, 
Demosthenes.—Orator and patriotic statesman, 

’ Plutarch.—The great biographer. 


RELIGION. 

The Bible. 

Jeremy Taylor.—‘'‘The Shakespeare of divines.” 

Bishop Butler.—The religious philosopher. 

It may be literary heresy to omit from any library, how- 
ever small, the names of Fielding, Hawthorne, George 
Eliot, Carlyle, Landor, Burns, Wordsworth, Milton and 
he Greek poets ; but if we except Hawthorne, they are in 


some form included in the above, Yet it is discovered that 
the little library is nearly full and the “ saving clause” in 
human nature, the humor, has been neglected. ‘True, Cer- 
vantes and Shakespeare are the most intellectual humorists 
the race have seen. But a place must be filled by the mod- 
ern harlequins of the pen. It would be neglect and ‘ seri- 
ous business’ to build up a library and to neglect the mirth- 
ful side of literature. Myron Reed says: ‘ Humor’is not 
a defect. The lack of it is a defect; more serious a de- 
fect than it is to be color-blind. It is a saving quality, 
and restores the soul under heavy burdens of care and 
grief.” “Hope is desirable, but humor is essential. We 
are dead without it. A writer in the Fortnightly Review 
says: ‘' We can say of humor as we can say of no other 
earthly delight, that it grows fuller with advancing years, 
that it is not blunted but sharpened by mental suffering, 
that it thrives even upon the ashes of despair. For whether 
there be moral enthusiams they shall fail; whether there 
be ‘aesthetic monuments’ they shall cease; whether there 
be thirst for knowledge, even this shall sometimes seem like 
vanity ; butthe sense of humor never faileth. The ancient 
legend had it that at the bottom of Pandora’s box, and 
the sole anodyne for the troop of ills which had escaped 
from under its half-opened lid lay Hope; but if hope were 


» man’s only consolation for the miseries of his earthly lot, he 


would be nowadays in a desperately evil case. Fortunately, 
however, the mythologist was mistaken. Zeus never mocked 
the race quite so cruelly as this; nor had the fatal act of 
Epimetheus quite so illusory a compensation. The anodyne 
which really lay at the bottom of the casket was not Hope, 
but Humor.” At the bottom of the list completing the 
twenty-five authors, we give these writers of 


HUMOR. 


Mark Twain, the drollest of humorists. 

John Phoenix, the scholarly wit. 

Charles Lamb, the genial jester. 

Lowell, the political humorist. 

The readings of philosophy, the creeds of theology, are 
alike transitory; but the discernment of sacred truth and 
beauty is perpetual, and without essential change.— Yames 
Martineau. 

Such ‘‘truth and beauty” are contained in the works 
mentioned above. They will liberally stock the “‘intellectual 
globe” of the world with all the principles which are up- 
right and everlasting. —Selected. 


Historical Notes. 


The wars of the roses lasted from 1455-1485. . 


The last execution of Quakers in Boston took place in 
1661. 


The Shakers are the oldest Communist society in the 
United States. 


Ship money was first levied in 1007, to form a navy to 
oppose the Dance. 


The Pantheon was consecrated as a Christian church in 
608 by Boniface IV. 


The art of enameling was practiced by the Egyptians and 
Chinese, and was known to the early Saxons. 


It was in 490 B. C. that Calus Martius defeated the Vols- 
cians, captured Cortoli and earned his surname, Coriolanus. 


Edinburgh takes its name from its castle, which Edwin of 
Northumbria built to protect his territory from the Picts and 
Scots. 


The process of engraving on glass was discovered acci- 
dentally, in 1670, by an artist named Schwahard, who 
dropped some aqua fortis on his spectacles. 
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The Old Curiosity Shop. 


*,* COLLECTORS and students of Coins, Stamps, Auto- 
graphs, Antiquities, Natural History Subjects and other 
curiosities, will find THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP an inter- 
esting publication. 


»*» 'TERMS of subscription: 25 cents a year, 6c, 
per copy. Remit by postal note. To all foreign countries 
50 cents a year. 


*.* RENEWALS.—Subscribers finding this note marked 
with an ‘‘X” will know that their subscription has expired, 
Please renew promptly. Address : 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 
Station A, CLEVELAND, O. 


Entered at the Cleveland Postoffice as second-class matter. 


WILL M. CLEMENS, - EDITOR AND PUBLISHER. 


Office of Publication: 149 Franklin Avenue, Second Floor. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO, MARCH, 1884. 


*,* Some interesting features are in prepar- 
ation for the April number of the OLD Curiosity 
SHop. Subscribe now. 


*,* Scott & Co., of New York, announce an 
auction sale of fine stamps, mostly unused, to 
take place in New York, March to. 


*,* The sale of the Warner coin collection 
will take place shortly. Messrs H. S. and H. 
Chapman, 2009 Arch street, Philadelphia, are 
now engaged in preparing a catalogue of this 
famous collection. 


*,* Mr. George E. Fownes, 202 William st., 
New York, sends us a copy of the ‘Handy Atlas 
of the World,’ which is an admirable work. 
Every stamp and coin collector should possess a 
copy of this valuable work. 


*,* The new stamp catalogue just issued by 
Stanley, Gibbons & Co., of London, England, 
has been received. It is the finest work of the 
kind ever issued, and is illustrated by the largest 
number and the best executed stamp engravings 
that ever appeared in a publication of this kind 
before. 


*.* We notice in Scott’s new stamp album 
spaces prepared for those notorious forgeries— 
Hamburg locals. ‘These Hamburg stamps are 
not genuine. We do not believe they were ever 
issued for postal or revenue purposes, but feel 
inclined to believe that a certain dealer has 
manufactured them for the past ten years. We 
take no stock in the so-called Hamburg locals, 


To Contributors. 

To encourage young writers the editor offers a 
prize of $2.00 in cash for the best article or essay 
on coin, stamp or natural history subjects sent to 
this office before April 1st, 1884. These must 
be written on one side of the paper only, and 
must be fully prepaid. 


Special Offer for March. 

Any one sending three new yearly subscribers 
to THE OLp Curiosity SHop with 75 cents by 
postal note, in payment for the same, will re- 
ceive by return mail a copy of ‘Famous Funny 
Fellows’, bound in cloth, 215 pages, which sells 
at $1.00. This is one of the best offers ever 
made by any publisher, This offer is good only 
until April rst, 1884. Send at once. 


SWEDISH COPPER DALERS. 
BY FRANK S. LUSK. 


During the celebrated contests of Charles XII, 
called sometimes the ‘Madman of the North,” 
and Peter the Great of Russia, Sweden was 
greatly impoverished. Continued wars had ut- 
terly exhausted the resources of Sw2den; trade 
in that country became paralyzed, foreign com- 
merce entirely suspended, and Charles, when he 
returned from Turkey, where he had taken 
refuge, finding his affairs in a desperate state, 
intrusted the management of finances to Baron 
de Gortz. Baron de Gortz was an able but un- 
scrupulous man, and one of his first measures 


for the relief of the monetary stringency was the 
issuing of dalers struck in copper, with forced 
currency for all debts at par value. A large’ 
number of these were issued between the years 
1715-19 of ten different types, each elaborately 
designed and carefully struck to prevent counter- 
feiting, the work being done undea the super- 
vision of a French mint master named Rouger. 
The-reverses of these coins all bear “I Daler S. 
M.” in three lines, and on the obverse of each 
there is a different design. as follows: A Crown, 
1715. Pallas, 1716. Wett och Wapen, 1717. 
Saturnus, 1718. Mars, 1718. Jupiter, 1718. 
Mercurius, 1718.  Flink och Fardig, 1718. 
Phoebus, 1718 Hoppet (Hope), 1719. The 
series was closed by one bearing the Baron’s 
own effigy, a circumstance that led, ultimately, 
to his being indicted and executed for treason. 
The ten types we have described comprise the 
whole of these interesting historical coins, Asa 
set they are rare, but single specimens are fre- 
quently found among foreign coins, and several 
types are sometimes offered together at coin 
auction sales. 
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BRANCH OFFICES. 


*,* Subscriptions and advertisements will be received by 
the following agents. Agents wanted inall parts of the world: 
On10,—A. Harpster, Genoa, Ohio, General Agent. 


New York.—Geo. E. Fownes, 202 William Street, New 
York City, General Agent; Lyman H. Low, 
838 Broadway, New York. 


Wisconsin.—Chas. W. Banse, 415 Wells St., Milwaukee. 

MASSACHUSETTS.—Pierce & Hathaway, Dighton, Mass. 

BRITISH CoLUMBIA.—R. E. Dloran, Sole Agent, Victoria, 
Bus 


MINNESOTA.—J. H. Raymond, General Agent, St. Paul, 
Minn. 


Adurrtiasements. 


aa The regular monthly circulation of the OLD CURIOSITY 
SHop is rooo copies. Terms for acceptable advertising Ten 
cents per line each and every insertion. No lottery or quack 
medicine cards inserted at any price. Each line averages 8 
words. Our terms are strictly cash in advance. Address, 
THE OLD Curtosity SHop, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


LOO FOREIGNSTAMPSand Circulars for 5c. 


Agents wanted. Gem STAMP Co., Middlebury, Vt. 


pAlb STEMS 5 Cents a dozen; Fos- 


sil Coral 5 Cents. T. C. JOHNSON, Boonville, N. Y. 


EEBACH, Peru, Ill., dealer in Taxidermist 
Goods, Bird Skins, Fossil Ferns, Naturalist Specimens, 
Relics, Curiosities, Etc. 


$3 CASH to the person sending me the lar- 
eY gest list of their friends. Enclose 10 cents, silver. 
EDWARD CHAMBERLIN, Plano, III. 


Confederate Bill sent for ro Cents. A. HOWE, 12% 
Central Avenue, Jersey City, N. J. 
DIFFERENT FOREIGN STAMPS 


5D And an Italian paper for 15 cents. 
HEAD, Lock Box 57, Xenia, Ohio. 


H. YOUNG, 13 State St,, JOHNSrown, 
e N. Y., dealer in U.S. Coins, Medals, Etc, 
erals, Fossils, Indian Relics and Curiosities. List for stamp 


DIFFERENT Stamp and Coin papers 


10 and Magazines sent postpaid for only 25 Cents. 
WILL M. CLEMENS, Station A, Cieveland, Ohio. 


OR SALE. A Confederate Note Album, 
Bound in Cloth. Price $2.50, cost $4.50. WILL M. 
CLEMENS, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


W. K. MOorRE- 


See BU REAES MONEY at Wholesale. 
Prices : 8 Varieties of Bills 30 cents; 12 Varieties 50 
cents, postpaid. M. L. Arey, Gold Hill, me, Gs 


vt Sela Cheap Sets. Packets 5c. to $ro. 


Price list and 15c worth of stamps for 3 cents, TUTTLE 
Bros., 406 Macon Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DO YOU KEEP FOWLS ? 


If so, you should send $1 at once for a year's subscription 
to the 


NATIONAL POULTRY MONITOR. 


It is the largest, cheapest and best Poultry Journal in the 
World. By subscribing for it and heeding its advice you 
will save many times the price of it in the course of a year. 
Send 1o cents for a sample copy, or $1 and get it a whole 
year, postage prepaid. Address, 

W. A. JerrreY & Co., Ashland, Ohio. 


Min- 


Prise Ouestions, 


n@ Only Yearly Subserlbers to the OLD Curiosity SHop 
can enter in competition for these prizes. 
be sent in with answers, however. 


Subscriptions can 


THE PRIZE WINNERS. 

Question number one.—1, Allen 8. Thompson, 
Halifax, N. S.; 2, W. F. Cornell, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.; 3, W. C. Brooks, Waterbury, Conn. 

Question number two.—t, ¥. K. Rising, Lena, 
Ill; 2, E. E. Bucher, Wilmington, Del. | 

Question number three.—1, W. F. Cornell, 
Kalamazoo, Mich,; 2, Allen Thompson, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 


QUESTION NUMBER FOUR, 


Who is the author of the novel called ‘ The 
Bread Wiuners’? For the first correct answer 
$2.00 worth of stamps will be given. For the 
second answer 10 different foreign coins. For 
the third answer 3 different Confederate bills. 
Answers must be sent to this office before March 
2oth, and must be written on separate slips of 
paper, with the name and address on each. 


We wish it distinctly understood that we will 
receive no more three cent stamps in payment 
for subscriptions. Either send one or two cent 
stamds, or, better still, remit by the new postal 
notes, which can be purchased anywhere at a 
cost of three cents. 


BRILLIANTS. 


Men as resolute appear 
With too much as too little fear : 
And when they're out of hopes of flying, 
Will run away from death by dying ; 
Or turn again to stand it out, 
And those they fled, like lions, route. 
—BUuTLER. 


Drink not the third glass, which thou canst not tame 
When once it is within thee, but before 

May rule it as thou list; and pour the shame 
Which it would pour on thee upon the floor. 

It is most just to throw that on the ground 

Which would throw me there if I kept the round. 


—GEORGE HERBERT. 


There is a history in all men’s lives, 
Figuring the nature of the times deceased ; 
The which observed, a man may prophecy, 
With a near aim, of the main chance of things 
As yet not come to life. 
-—SHAKESPEARE. 


Hail to the joyous day ! with purple clouds 
The whole horizon glows. The breezy Spring 
Stands loosely floating on the mountain-top, 
And deals her sweets around. ‘The sun, too, seems, 
As conscious of my joy, with brighter beams 
To gild the happy world. 

—THOMPSON. 


As letters some hand has invisibly traced, 

When held to the flame, will steal out to the sight, 
So, many a feeling that long seemed effaced, 

The warmth of a meeting like this brings to light ! 


—MOoRE. 


36 THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


(THE WESTERN HORTICULTURIST, de- 
voted to Fruits, Flowers and Vegetables. Sample 
free. J. H. PEARSON, Ainsworth, Iowa. 


SEND 3 Unused 1 Cent Stamps for my Cir- 

culars and 25 Varietiés of Rare Stamps. Stamps sent 

on approval to responsible parties. N. L. CANDEE, Lock 
Box 224, Evanston, III. 


1( )( ) MIXED FOREIGN STMAPS and Price 
/\" List for 6 cents, Minerals, Birds Eggs, Nests and 
Skins, Fossils, Coins, Etc., for sale or exchange. WESTERN 
COLLECTORS AGENCY, Lock Box g, Burlington, Ks. 


f hts AMERICAN PHILATELIST. A new 
Monthly Journal devoted exclusively to Stamp Collec- 
(Mention 


tors, only 25 cents a year, with a fine premium. 
paper.) CoLiins & DouME, Dayton, Ohio. 


BAck NUMBERS Supplied at the following 
rates: Volume 1, 60 cents; Volume 2, 40 cents; Single 
Copies of Volume 3, 6 cents each. Address, 
CURIOSITY SHOP, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


CEAN CURIOSITIES. Starfish, 5 cents 

each; Cockel Shells 5 cents each; Crabbacks 5 cents 
each; Skates Eggs 8 cents each; Sea Urchins 10 cents a 
piece; Horse-shoe Crabs 12 cents each. All the above for 35 
cents. TRIPP & JOHNSON, Lynn, Mass. 


a PECIAL! 


THE OLD 


Foreign Coppers 25 Cents per 

Dozen, all different. U. S. Cents 1793 to 1811, 25 
cents each, upwards, 1812 to 1857, 5 cents each. Con- 
federate Notes $5 to $100, ro cents each. Correspondence 
solicited. T. B. BENNELL, 304 Broadway, N. Y. 


GENTS! I want Agents at 33% per cent. 

Commission, to sell my fine sheets of American and 
West India Stamps. References required, also stamp. ‘The 
‘‘PHILATELIC NEWS,” a 12 page monthly, only 25 
cents per year. Send for a copy. W. L. Emory, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 


25 VARIETIES Choice Stamps from Cape 
of ‘Good Hope, Brazil, West Indies, U. S. Depart- 
ments, Native India, U. S. Rare Local, C. S. A., Luxem- 
burg, etc., only 12 cents. The BEST ever put up for any- 
thing like r2cents. Every Collector should try a packet. 
Agents wanted. W. E. SKINNER & Co., Lynn, Mass. 


HE STAMP WORLD—Established 1880, 
Is one of the oldest philatelic papers in America. Pub- 
ished monthly in 12-paged form. Contains articles and 
notes on stamp collecting. Subscription 25 cents per year. 
Sample free. Address THE STAMP WORLD, 
124 Walnut st., Cincinnati, O. 


ONFEDERATE MONEY. 4 Different bills 
22 cents; 8 Different bills 50 cents. Sheets of Stamps 
sent on approval at 33% percent. commission. Send ref- 
erences. L. H. GALE, 154 Union Street, Nashville, Tenn. 


CONFEDERATE BILLS. 


Five fac-similes of Rare Confederate Bills, of the 186r 
issue, all different, and one Genuine Coufederate Bill, for 
only ro cents. C; W. KING, Oberlin, Ohio. 


g@ Send 6 cents for one of the ‘‘ Chinese Horn Nuts.’’ 


For Sale. 


(gt HOME PRINTING PRESS, Chase, 
1% xX 2%, with Ink, Tweezers, 500 Blank Cards 
Complete font of Script Type, and directions. 
Type, etc., have been used very little. 
paid. C. W. KING, Oberlin, Ohio. 


ONE HUNDRED 


No. 6, XX White Envelopes, with name, business and 
address printed neatly in upper left-hand corner, post- 
POLE: sisi ce sos gee es tee Paw hes. CLR ee 36c 

100 Note Heads, printed, with name, business and 
address 

60 Chromo and Motto Cards, no two alike; with name roc 

26 Portraits of Presidents of U. S., 21 designs, name on 12¢ 

26 Extra Fine Gold Edge Visiting Cards, name on.... 20c 

Address, W. J. KAFROTH, Fine Job Printer, 


West Earl P. O., (Lancaster Co.,) Pa. 
NOW READY !! 


HANDY ATLAS OF THE WORLD. 


OVER 5,000 SOLD IN ADVANCE. 


The Press, 
Price, $3.00, express 


Maps showing New Standard Time; Route of Delong and 
others in Polar regions; Stanley's recent discoveries in 
Africa; Railways of all Countries in the World, etc. 

In all, 35 valuable maps and many important 

statistics, fresh and reliable. 


CLOTH, 50 CENTS, POSTPAID. 
GEO. E. FOWNES, 202 William St., N. Y. 


Book giving prices paid for Copper and Silver Coins, 
Paper Money, etc., 11 cents, postpaid. 


GEORGE B. MASON, 
COLLECTOR OF 
Postage and Revenue Stamps 
and Stamped Envelopes. 


104 ELEVENTH ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


- Owing to a protracted illness, I wish to dispose of my en- 
tire collection and duplicates of United States and Foreign 
Postage and Revenue Stamps, singly or in lots to suit. 

Will send on approval to responsible persons. 

The United States Department includes many rare varie- 
ties in Stamped Envelopes, Departments, Locals on original 
Letters, Early Embossed Revenues—1797, 1800 and 1813 
issues—unperforated, and partly perforated Documents, 
Foils, Stamped Checks, Policies, ete. 

Correspondence solicited. 


a For Sale. 


Early American Newspapers in files, not bound. 
‘« The Western Star,"’ Stockbridge, Mass., 1791 to 1799 
inclusive. ‘‘ The Sun,” Pittsfield, Mass., 1800 to 1803. 
‘*The Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser,” 
Boston, 1800 to 1803. A collection of Newspapers 
Relating to the Assassination and death of President Lin- 
coln. About 80 Broadside Proclamations of Governors of 
Connecticut from 1804 to 1840. About 400 Books and 
Pamphlets Relating to Slavery and the Rebellion. New 
York Common Council Manuals containing much valuable 
information, and many rare Maps and Plates relative to the 
early history of New York. Central Park Reports—a com- 
plete set. Historical Magazines 1857 to 1874, in numbers. 
Many Scarce American Books and Pamphlets, classified by 
States or Subjects; details of which will be furnished upon 
application, Autograph Letters, Early Lottery Tickets, 
Play Bills, Broken Bank Bills, Presidential Tickets, Badges, 
etc. Correspondence solicited. 
GEORGE B, MASON, r1o4 11th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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J. STRAUS: 


255 ORANGE STREET, CLEVELAND, OHIO, 


. 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN 


POSTAGE STAMPS. 


PRICE LISTS FREE. 


na Cheap Sets of Used and Unused Stamps. 


POE Te wana’ wees Benes Vd me HAE 10 cents, 
S Baden Land Post «1. oy .wnensecanssneserss 1 Od 
RE sais ail a ca ER On be vant Men eeey wanes 2 
& Gtatemala, £679. cv isnyerewews sr escerses Se 0° 5 
CEL ge NS ie es oi err ge 
BESOIN, TOOT Accom vevs etstvseasee ie 
BS PAMAICE 6... hce sais ween cust ccarersccincs Foes 
EET. «way SU UMERES Ss Atha b cae Keen eee 2 
ta Prince Edward Islands...............000. BO) ff 
ES ESS S13 Uo ere CL ie 
RO arabe cin a6 wt hiss Ou Ken an 8 Ose cs Ae 
RUBIO VEIOO sic tw dein eves cies ewe ee nceees Ot 
REM ATER Clie os ¢ Sielislknis ec S¥ aw Salas ae vine EO oe 
TAMSIN ne Mita tina oR Saas sce xe 2 Ys *F 6g = * 
Sera) PIETIOLIIONG sa a.ciew ic Giclee eae «ob. 0iy I 00 
PE) Wat TDGpOrtment ois os iin ols Se aces aees Soe 


No two stamps alike in these sets. 
Postage extra on orders less than 50 cents. 
Agents wanted in every city at 30 per cent. commission. 


SOLD BY THE HUNDRED ONLY. 


AUStian 7 GSSOTED 25, x. fie « Sine Fer ORs 6) Per Hundred. .$ .08 
Bel pieti ASSORtEG . 5 cc pea aisia es = > 650s cy ae 205 
Bertarid (eMeOrtee 8, Bins or Sy ko oie ess a a .08 
anata, sOSSOMEG: hed seh civiw'sie ne Aoteis vs e “ 522 
Canada, Register, 264. gor. os) 50 arate» Me = +25 
Canada Bill, finely mixed; ...0/4...5.... g Ae 50 
Denmark, assorted... 2,44 ......25. ote: te 10 
Pinlatids asenrted... 2% Godt < crn nscren oe a ee .40 
Premed, “Well mixed..* Gee eed s ces o -k 10 
Germaniy,; well tnixed. )%.......:.0..3: = . .06 
Great Britain, assortediiy.. 0... os rH sy -10 
Holland, assorted..... re eee Te ee sé -I0 
India, assorted. s:.\.05 014 4 - eect “ eS 30 
Dtaly ASSOLE «05. 3c sieua e's sees oo s5ss i -20 
a psseried -inferti sal Siiavecse ssl? ee .40 

MReIAbUTE, ASSOTED.. (. <i ees esis - Pe # 125 
Py ABSONECR io at ade's siais'seie oe <1 nS . .20 
New South Wales, assorted............ _ a -30 
aa WER TURE eee vs cee 85 ¥ - .12 
Sweden, well mixed............... AP eee = 15 
Spain; well mixed: :207 fo. 700s ee. * “e -20 
Victoria, well assorted. .2...........5. * pe 30 
Well Mixed Continentals......... es ae 06 


gaz Orders from this list under 2s, cents respectfully de- 
clined. Enclose postage with orders, otherwise stamps will 
not be sent. Address 


WILL-M. CLEMENS, 


SraTION A, CLEVELAND, O 


TF Antique Coins, Medals, Bronzes, 
: 0 Seals, Idols, Gems, Paintings, 
yi) Arms, and all Bric-a-brac, Indian 
Ye, Riand Mound Relics a_gprcialty 
Minerals, Fossils, Shells, Coral 
§ |and Curiosities, U. S. and For- 
eign Coins and Stamps, Conted- 
; erate Money, Stamps and Bonds, 
Lisend green stamps for list of 
B|prices parp for rare coins, etc 


B. W. MPROER, 147 Cent. Ave. Cincizas.., 


NEW STAMP CATALOGUE, 


The twelfth edition of DURBIN'S STANDARD 
CATALOGUE is now ready, It is a complete 
work. Price only 20 cents. Circulars free, Send 
far them. L. W. DURBIN, Fifth and Library Sts,, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


(THE POCKET MANUAL is a handsome 

volume bound in cloth. [t contains many valuable arti- 
cles on short-hand writing, proof-reading, telegraphing, 
poultry, painting, book-keeping, silk culture, collecting old 
coins. ‘Tables of different coins with marked price, by G, 
L. Fancher, numismatist. Stamps, collecting, and how to 
buy andsell stamps, by L. W. Durbin, philatelist and stamp 
dealer, and many other illustrated articles. Sent postpaid 
for only 50 cents, or given as a premium for six new sub- 
scribers to THE OLD CURLOSITY SHOP, 


Address 
THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 
Station A., Cleveland, O. 
FOR If your stationer or artists’ colorman does not 


keep always on hand a full line of 


15 
CENTS DIXON’S 
AMERICAN GRAPHITE PENCILS, 


We will send to your address samples, guaranteed to be 
worth double the amount, for r5 cents in postage stamps, if 
this journal be mentioned. Our pencils have received the 
highest awards everywhere. House established 1827. 


JOS. DIXON CRUCIBLE CO. 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


OW READY, MERCER’S NUMISMATIC 
DIRECTORY for 1884—Giving a list of all collectors 

of Coins, Medals, Tokens, Cards, Paper Money, etc., as 
wellas Autograph Collectors, including a full list of Z7/ton's 
Rubber Cards, and other valuable information. Post paid ¢r. 


Address R. W. MERCER, 147 Cent. Ave., Cincinnati, O. 


re je ee fruits, flowers, vegetables, PLANTS. 


None better and none cheaper. Catalogue free, 
J. H. PEARson, 
Ainsworth, Iowa. 
This 


rieeont RANG GIVEN AWA 


ge elegant 18k Rolled Gold Wedding Ring, 
equalin appearance to a $l0ring, free to ali, Wish- 
ing to at once secure a large 
number of new subscribers to 
our well known literary and 
family eo er, BACKLOG 
SKETCHES, and knowing that 
all who once read it will become 
regular subscribers, we make 
this most liberal offer to induce 
all to subscribe, firmly believ- 
ing thatin the future we shall 
be benefited in the increased 
business it will bring us. For 
only 25 Cents we will send 
BACKLOG SKETCHES three 
months ON TRIAL, and we will send every subscriber, ab- 
solutely FREE. this elegant 18k Rolled Gold Ring. 
For $1, we send Backlog Sketches a year and send ever. 
subscriber free, @ beautiful Ring, warranted sol 
gold, Backlog Sketches is alarge, 16 page, illustrated lit. 
erary ol ob size Harper’s Weekly, every issue being filled 
with the most charming stories and sketches and choicest 
miscellany. Itis alone worth double the subscription price 
Subscribe now. Sample paper for stamp. Address 
BACKLOG PUBLISHING CO., AUGUSTA, MAINE 
sm Cut this out. It will not appear again, 


The above liberal offer, bya reliable firm, 
Bor Ai a chance to get a valuable ring 
ree. Subscribe now, before you foreet ite 


Famous FUNNY FELLOWS—Brief biog- 


raphies of American Humorists. Large book, 215 pages 
bound in cloth, illustrated. Sent postpaid for $1, or given 
as a premium for 8 [new subscribers to this paper. 
Address WILL M. CLEMENS, 
Station A., Cleveland, O. 
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T 
WHOLESALE! 


88” The following are sold by the hundred only. 


saa” All orders must contain stamps for return postage. 
ga” Orders under 50 cents respectfully declined. 


Per Hundred. 


U. S. 1851 3 cent red, perf. and unperf.... .......-- $ 60 
WJ. Sir BERET RE DUN no asin csc cn ceedcccncsaes cont oe 
UG Oba - 2 COI... cds iccwdsdvss bs Oleseaes- 75 NEW YORK. 
U.S. 1862) .9’cent red... ci. ccc cece ween nlns wtewes 30 . ALSO 
ee Pe hg ae eee bee iin 50 7 4 TAL 
" S. ade 5 ad errr Terre re seat 30 NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS 
U. S. 1870. 1 cent blue. ... 2... ccc eee e eee w ee eene 08 Any obscure coin accurately described free of 
U. S. 1870 2 cent Ted... cece eee cece nce en eee . 20 charge. Coins sent on approval to parties known to 
U.S: xB” @bemt yreen .o.... cs. ike sc ceeenvene' . 08 us | Coneepasdenes Seneree © See aanae 
U. S. 1870, 5 emt DIME... 2. see ee ceneeseeeteesecss 45 a: the subject mae bavited teen ben vidi ne 
U. S. 1870 6 Cemt red. 6. cence cece cece cnc eeee 25 city. . 
U. S. 1870 10 cent Drown ........ 6.2 e ees eee e ween eee 25 - 
U. S. 1870 12 cent purple ...... 2... cece cece eee eee 7O 
U. S. 1870 15 cent Orange... 2... cece esses seen eeee 50 
Interior Department 3 cent vermillion............... 45 
P. O. Department 9 Gent black 68 seks se cece 25 
Treasury Department 3 cent brown...............+:- 30 
ee zt RUewe EROWI <2 50c5k chasse. 40 
i _ 10 cent Drowd,....6..... seveesss I 20 
War Department 1 cent red... 2... 62. eee ee eee sees go ADVERTISERS 


as “4 “2s ae eae ee eee ee I 40 


‘eat ore eiee Ce a Can learntheexactcostof 


U. S. Document, first issue, assorted........... 5 

U. S. Document, second issue, assorted. ............- 50 o 

U. S. Document, third issue, assorted. ............... 75 vertising in American 

U; S. Matel: Stamps, mired so. 50... cess ced seeees 75 Papers by addressine” 
S 


Address plainly: é 
WILL M. CLEMENS, Geo. Ge Rowell L& Co's 
STATION A, CLEVELAND, O. Newspaper Adv'g Bu- 


CONSUMPTION. reau, 1oSpruceSt.,N. Ae 


I have a positive remedy for the above disease; by its 
thousands of cases of Me worst kind and of long Standing 
have beencured. Indeed, sostrong is my faith in its efficacy, 
that I willsend TWO BOTTLES F EE, together with a VA 
UABLETREATISE on this was to any sufferer. Give Ex- 
press & P, OQ, address, DR, T, A, SLOCUM, 181 Pearl St., N. ¥. 


1 CGURE FITS! 


When I say cure 1 do not mean ey to stop a Z 
time and then have them return again, I mean aradica Loe Pl " F 
I have made the disease of FITS, EPILEPSY or FALLING SO'S CURE FOR 
SICKNESS a life-long study. Iwarrant my remedy to cure Ww) CURES WHERE ALL ELSE FAILS, 
the worst cases. Because others have failed is no reason for 
not now receiving acure. Sendat once for a treatise and a 


Best Cough Syrup. Tastes good. 
¥ infaljibl ly. Give E and Post BM] Use in time. ‘Sold by druggists. 
ree Bottle of my infallible remedy. Give Express and Fo 
Office. “it ‘costs Fou nothing for a trial, and I will cure you. CONSUMPTION. 
Address Dr. H. G. ROOT, 183 Pear! St., New York. - = 


PARSONS! 


And will completely change the blood in the entire a7 — in three months. Any person who will take ONE PILL 
RACH NIGHT FROM ONE TO TWELVE WEEES. . may be restored to soun Pp aith. if such a thingis possible. 
For curing Female Complaints these Pills have no oT hysicians use them in their practice. Sold everywhere, 
or sent by mail for 25 cents in stamps, Send for pamphlet. I.S. JOHNSON & CO., on, 
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THE CHEAPEST AND BEST 


Smee PACKETS. 


Revenue Stamp Packets 


¢@w Order by number ; always enclose postage. Remit by 
postal note. Six of any one packet for the price of five. 
Any one purchasing $1 worth of stamps at one time will re- 
ceive a year's subscription to the OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


No. « Contains 15 varieties U. S. Document Stamps, all 
issues. Price, roc. Post free, 12c. 

No. 2 Contains 20 varieties U. S. Document Stamps, in- 
cluding 20c., 25c. and soc. Price, 15c, Post 
free, 17¢. , 

No. 3 Contains 30 varieties U. S. Document Stamps, in- 
cluding 30c., 4oc. and 6oc, Price, 25c. Post 
free, 27¢. 

No. 4 Contains 4o varieties of U.S. Document Stamps, 
including 7oc. and $1. Price, 35c. Post free, 
37¢. 

No. 5 Contains so varieties of U. S. Document Stamps, 
including $2 and other high values. Price, soc. 
Post free, 52c. 

No. 6 Contains 75 varieties U. S. Document Stamps, 
including $2.50, $3.00 and other rare stamps. 
Price, $1.00 post free. 

No. 7 Contains 8 varieties U.S. Match Stamps. Price, 
toc. Post free, r2c. 

No. 8 Contains 15 varieties of U.S. Match Stamps, in- 
cluding several scarce kinds. Price, 25c. Post 
free, 27¢. 

No. g Contains 25 varieties of U.S. Match Stamps, in- 
cluding Messenger and other rare stamps. Price, 
soc. Post free, 52c. 

No. 10 Contains 4o varieties of U. S. Match Stamps, in- 
cluding many rare. Price, $1.00. Post free, 
$1.02. 

No. 11 Contains 6 varieties U. S. Medicine Stamps. Price, 
toc. Post free, 12c. 

No. 12 Contains 10 varieties U. S. Medicine Stamps, in- 
cluding several rare. Price, 25c. Post free, 27¢. 

No. 13. Contains 20 varieties of U. S. Medicine Stamps, in- 
cluding many rare ones. Price, soc. Post free, 
52¢. 

No. 14 Contains 30 varieties of U. S. Medicine Stamps. 
Price, 75c. Post free, 77¢c. 

No. 15 Contains 40 varieties of U.S, Medicine Stamps, a 
splendid collection. Price, $1.00. Post free, 
$1.05. 

No. 16 Contains 10 varieties of Canada Bill Stamps. Price, 
toc. Post free, 12c. 

No. 17. Contains 10 varieties of Foreign Revenue Stamps. 
Price, 15c. Post free, 17¢. 

No. 1g Contains 15 varieties of Foreign Revenue Stamps, 
including France and Germany. Price, 25c. Post 
free, 27¢. 

No. 19 Contains 25 varieties of Foreign Revenue Stamps, 
including Brazil, etc. Price, 40c. Post free, 42c- 

No. 20 Contains 40 varieties of Foreign Revenue Stamps 
including Mexico, etc. Price, 75c, Post free, 77¢ 


Postage Stamp Packets. 


No. 21 Contains 35 varieties of Foreign Stamps, including 
Egypt and Greece. Price, 8c. Post free, roc. 

No. 22 Contains 50 varieties of Foreign Stamps, including 
India, Tasmania, New Zealand, Victoria, etc. 
Price, roc. Post free, r1c. 

No. 23 Contains 75 varieties of Foreign Stamps, including 
Bermuda, Dutch Indies. Java, New South Wales, 
Spain, etc. Price, 20c. Post free, 22c. 

No. 24 Contains 100 varieties of Foreign Stamps, including 
Romania, Japan, Portugal, Jamaica, Ceylon, etc. 
Price, 25¢. ost free, 27¢c. : 

No. 25 Contains 300 mixed Foreign Stamps. Price, 25¢. 
Post free, 27¢. 


No. 26 Contains 12 different U.S, adhesive stamps, in- 
cluding old issues, 1870, 10c., ete, Price, 10¢. 
Post free, 12¢. 

No. 27 Contains 20 different U.S. Adhesive Stamps. Price 
2s5c. Post free, 27¢, : 

No, 28 Contains 15 different U.S, Envelopes, Centennial 

4 envelopes, postage due stamps, etc, Price, 25c, 

Post free, 27¢. 

No. 29 Contains 8 different U.S. Official Stamps. Price, 
roc. Post free, 12c. 

No. 30 Contains 15 different U. S. Official Stamps, inclu- 
ding Navy Dept., etc. Price, 25c. Post free, 27c, 

No. 31 Contains 20 different U.S. Official Stamps, inclu- 
ding Agricultural Dept. Price, 40c. Post free, 42c. 

No, 32 Contains 30 different U.S. Official Stamps, inclu- 
ding many rare. Price, $1.00. Post free, $1.02. 

No. 33 Contains 3 varieties U. S, Locals, warranted genu- 
ine. Price, 10c, Post free, 12¢c. 

No. 34 Contains 8 varieties of U. S, Locals, warranted gen- 
uine. Price, 25c. Post free, 27¢c. 


CURIOSITY PACKETS. 


No. 35 Contains a $5 and $10 Confederate bill. Price, 10c. 
Post free, 12c. 

No. 36 Contains $1, $2, $5, $10 in Confederate money. 
Price, 25c. Post free, 27¢. 

No. 37 Contains $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 Confederate 
money. Price, soc. Post free, s2c. 

No. 38 Contains 10 different Confederate bills, including a 
$100 bill. Price, 75c. Post free, 77¢. 


TEN CENT FOREIGN PACKETS. 


No. 39 Contains 20 varieties from Argentine Republic, 
Austria, Baden, Barbadoes, Finland and Bavaria. 
Price 10 cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 40 Contains 20 varieties from Bermuda, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada and Cape of Good Hope. Price 
to cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 41 Contains 20 varieties from Ceylon, Chili, Denmark, 
Egypt and France. Price 10 cents. Post free 
12 cents. 

No. 42 Contains 20 varieties from Grenada, Germany, 
Greece, Great Britain and Hanover. Price 10 
cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 43 Contains 20 varieties from Hong Kong, Holland, 
Hungary, India and Italy. Price 10 cents. Post 
free 12 cents. 

No. 44 Contains 20 varieties from Jamaica, Japan, Luxen- 
burg, Mexico, North Germany and Norway. 
Price 10 cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 45 Contains 20 varieties from New South Wales, New 
Zealand, Portugal, Prussia, Romania and Russia. 
Price 10 cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 46 Contains 20 varieties from Queensland, South 
Australia, Spain, Sweden and Cuba. Price 10 
cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 47. Contains 20 varieties from Tasmania, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Victoria, Western Australia and Wurt- 
emburg. Price 1o cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 48 Contains 5 varieties of unused stamps from Bruns- 
wick, Costa Rica and Heliogoland. Price 10 
cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 49 Contains 5 varieties unused stamps from Porto 
Rico, Roman States, Tromso, etc. Price 10 
cents. Post free 12 cents. 

No. 50 Contains 10 varieties unused stamps from Natal, 
Peru and other countries. Price 20 cents. Post 
free 22 cents. 

Sa The last 12 Packets are all different, and contain 200 
different used and unused foreign stamps. The entire 12 
packets will be sent postpaid upon receipt of $1.00. This 
lot contains many scarce and desirable stamps, 


VYVill M. Clemens, Sta. A. Cleveland, O. 
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FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS TO 


' ie. .OLD.CBRIOSL EY” Siete 


‘ EZ Collectors, Boys, Girls, everyone, can secure a club of new subscribers to this Magazine 
with very little effort. Look at our premium list below. 


E@ For Four new yearly subscribers and $1.00 we will send as a premium either three different ; 
Rare Confederate Bills, 100 different Foreign Stamps, 300 Mixed Stamps, 5 Foreign 
Coins or 5 old U. S. Cents, or 20 different U. S. Stamps. 


E@ For Light new subscribers and $2.00 we will send as a premium either a copy “ Famous 
Funny Fellows,” large Illustrated Book, or 5 different Confederate Bills, or a Pocket 
Dictionary, bound in cloth; or 1,000 Mixed Foreign Stamps, or 40 different Revenue 


Stamps, &c. 


E@ For Zen new subscribers and $2.50 we will send as a premium 8 different Confederate Bills, 
7 or 15 different Foreign Coins, or *50 Foreign Stamps, all differenttand many rare. 


EZ For Twenty new names and $5.00 we will send as a premium one of Scott’s International 


Postage Stamp Albums bound in cloth. 


R= For Thirty new subscribers and $7.50 we will send a splendid collection of 35 different 
United States Copper Cents or MacCaulay’s History of England, five volumes. 


¥ , E@ For Fifty new subscribers and $12.50 we will send as a premium roo Foreign Coins—a , 


splendid collection. a 


E@ For One Hundred new names, with $25.00, we will give as a premium Dickens’ Works 


complete, or $10 in Gold. 


EF Any one can act as agent. Send for specimen copies, which will cost you three cents 
each, and get to work. Premiums will be forwarded the same day the list of new names is 


received. 


. E@ Agents preferring to work for a cash commission can retain 5 cents on every yearly 


subscription, Send money by postal note or registered letter, and address plainly, 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 


—_ Sration A, | CLEVELAND, OHIO. ' 7 


Lo Curiosity a 


Apa tua TO 
I yistORY, ANTiay 
BRIC: ‘Ae BRAG 


Vol. 3, No. 5. ‘CLE VELAND, 


0., MA Y, 1884. 


25 Cents per Year. 


YOUNG STAMP COLLECTORS. 
BY H. O. WARD. 


With our younger collect- 
ors the task of discriminat- 
ing between the various 
modes of stamp collecting 
is one of some moment, and 
the sooner a collector de- 
cides upon a plan, the bet- 
ter it is for him. A great many collect upon the 
so-called French plan, which advises the collec- 
tor to admit into his album every variety of 
shade, color, paper and perforation which exist. 
This plan has its advantages and its disadvant- 
ages. A collection arranged on the French sys- 
tem presents a source of never-failing delight 
and instruction to the true philatelist, and for a 
dealer, or an editor of a philatelic publication, 
it is of great advantage as a reference; still it 
has some defects, being very expensive, and re- 
quiring a large amount of time and labor to be 
properly arranged; and then, again, a collection 
can never be made as complete, as some of the 
varieties are now unobtainable, and others so 
extremely scarce that only a few are to be met 
with, and those being held at such a figure that 
only the wealthy collector can hope to give them 
a place in his album. 


Then there is the English 
system of collecting, which is 
only a slight modification of 
the French plan, and as it is 
on the same principle, the 
same remarks will hold good 
for it also. Perhaps the plan 
which has the greatest num- 
ber of adherents on this con- 
tinent is the American school, which advises the 
collection of only one variety in a stamp, and 
denounces the collection of every slight variety, 
which the French plan advocates. This system 
is perhaps the best for young collectors ; being 
more simple, and requiring a smaller expenditure 
of money. 


Then a collection arranged on this plan has 
more of interest to the casual observer, who can- 
not see why a distinction should be made be- 
tween two stamps because one has perforated 
edges and the other not ; or one may be darker 
in shade than another, when in all other respects 
they are identical. 

: Another thing in its favor 
is, that a collection can more 
easily be madecomplete. A 
collector can very easily ob- 
tain one variety of almost 
every stamp, when if he at- 
tempts the feat of accumulat- 
ing one of every slight variety 
COE i NE it will only be accomplished 
after years irs of time and labor, and at great ex- 
pense. 

In conclusion, we would advise the beginner 
to commence collecting on the American sys- 
tem, for the reasons above stated. After atime, 
as his collection increases in numbers, and he 
becomes more familiar with the various details of 
stamp collecting, he may venture to include vari- 
eties of shade, perforation and watermark in his 
album, providing he is well supplied with the 
necessary cash, and has the qualities of patience 
and perseverance well developed. 


HISTORICAL NOTES. 

Hamburg was founded by Charlemange in 809. 

Logarithms were invented by Napier in 1614. 

The fugitive slave law was passed in 1850, and 
repealed June 13, 1864. 

It is said that Lochleven Castle, in which 
Queen Mary was imprisoned, was built by the 
Picts. 

The Egyptians cramped children into dwarfs 
to supply the demand for monstrosities, which 
the nobles were fond of collecting. 

Trial by jury was introduced into England 
during the heptarchy, and the jurors were made 
responsible with their whole estates for false ver- 
dicts. 
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€xchanars. 


Exchange list is open to yearly subscribers only, and those 
whose names are entered upon our books will have the 
privilege of inserting exchanges. Exchanges must be written 
on one side of a slip of paper separate from other matter 
and must not exceed thirty words, and we reserve the right 
to decline to publish any exchanges. 


Chas. M. Smith, Jr., box 605, Johnstown, N. 
Y., will exchange minerals for U. S. cents, half 
cents. 

Montague Triest, 4 Green street, Charleston, 
S. C., offers 10 rare postmarks for every 10 good 
stamps. 

Large copper cent in exchange for same or in 
exchange for %4 cents of equal value. Write me. 
Jas. B. Patrick, St. Louis, Mo. 

B. W. Kumler, Seven Mile, Butler County, 
Ohio, offers V nickels without the word cents on 
them, and U. S. half cents, for best offer. 

High value envelopes and adhesives wanted in 
quantities in exchange for other stamps. Send 
list. W. E. Skinner & Co., Lynn, Mass. 


I will exchange 10 foreign postage stamps (all 
different) for any large copper cent or half-cent. 
Chas. J. Keene, box 366, Easthampton, Mass. 

Chas. M. Smith, Box 605, Johnstown, N. Y., 
offers U. S. cents, colonial coins, Confederate 
money, stamps, etc., for old U.S. coins and relics. 

Rare stamps, post cards and philatelic papers 
to exchange for the same. Address Sidney De 
Wolf, 329 Brunwsick street, Halifax, N. S., Can- 
ada. 

I will exchange 10 foreign postage stamps (all 
different) for five cent pieces, dates either 1869, 
1828, 1819, 1799. Address box 153, Cassadaga, 
N. Y. 


D.B. Smith, Clarksfield, Huron County, Ohio, 
offers arrow heads in exchange for. foreign coins 
of any nation. Write first, stating condition of 
coins. 

Minerals, curiosities, amateur papers, maga- 
zines, &c., to exchange for rare stamps and min- 
erals of all kinds. Ernest G. Harlow, Lynn, 
Essex County, Mass. 


Jacob H. Steinberg, Traverse City, Michigan, 
offers a $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 confederate 
bill for a 25 cent script. "Two Chinese coins for 
a 3 or 5 cent script. 

W. G. Whilden, G. M. Institute, Greenville, 
S. C., offers 100 copies of philatelic and coin 
periodicals for a printing press and set of type. 
Write before sending. 

D. A. Curtis, 204 Seneca street, Buffalo, N.Y., 
offers 250 mixed foreign stamps, two stamp pa- 
pers, a specimen of iron ore, for printers’ stock, 
or offers. Send for list. 

One hundred and eight different postmarks, 
39 pretty advertising cards, and six ounces of 
shells for best offers in stamps. Jacob Jacobs, 
120 Eldridge street, New York City, 


Steward Kinzer, box 164, Renovo, Clinton 
County, Pa., offers 50 different advertising cards, 
35 different postmarks, and 10 different revenue 
stamps for a single or set of stamps, value 25c. 
or over. 

O. N. Mosser, Akron, O., wants to exchange 
large copper cents for war cents or tokens of 
1863 ; also dimes, half dimes, and other coins 
for three cent silver pieces from 1862 to 1873 
inclusive. ) 

A large size Confederate stamp, 3 cent blue, 
for 15 foreign coins. Obsolete Canadian frac- 
tional currency, 25 cents, for 25 coins. Address 
J. M. Lonjea, care of Louis Cohen & Co., Char- 
leston, S. C. 


J. M. Pedrini, North Temescal, Alameda 
County, Cal., has shells, minerals, ores and in- 
sects to exchange for offers in either shells, min- 
erals, Indian curiosities or beetles. Send for 
duplicate list. 


I have thirty pounds of fossils I would like to 
exchange either for 300 foreign postal cards or 
for 200 U. S. postage stamps of the dates 1847 
or from 1851 to 1869. H. N. Gilkison, box 195, 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


Two fonts type, several good electrotypes, 300 
advertising cards, (duplicates) postmarks, collec- 
tion of 150 stamps, neatly mounted in small 
album, for printing material or cash. Frank K. 
Rising, Lena, IIls. . 


Jos. H. Hunter, 169 Centre avenue, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., will exchange arrow-heads and Indian 
relics for old coins. A new nickel without word 
cents for every five (5) United States cents prior 
to 1810, or every three (3) half cents. 


Wanted, stamps from Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, P. E. Island, Newfoundland, British Co- 
lumbia, Vancouvers Island, English and Portu- 
gese Colonials, &c., for which best exchange will 
be given. J. B. Cohen, 248 King street, Char- 
leston, S. C. 


Mound builders and Indian relics in great va- 
riety for those of the bronze or copper age and 
others of the stone and flint age, such as double- 
bitted axes, lance-heads, obsidian and quartz 
arrow heads. Address Collector, Box 63, Jack- 
son, Mo. 


One hundred and fifty foreign stamps, includ- 
ing Chili, Jamaica, Victoria, New South Wales, 
Cape of Good Hope, etc., for 100 U. S. revenue 
stamps, all different. Stamps including some of 
the above for 50 mixed revenues. Carleton Gil- 
bert, 116 Wildwood avenue; Jackson, Mich. 


Birds’ eggs, drilled through one round hole in 
the side, to exchange for same. Correspondence 
desired with Southern collectors. Will be pleased 
to receive communications from any one inter- 
ested in ornithology and oology. H. A. Talbot, 
Jackson Bank, Providence, R. I. 
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Un 


Advertisements. 


a@- The regular monthly circulation of the OLD CURIOSITY 
SHOP is rooo copies. Terms for acceptable advertising Ten 
Cents per line, $1 per inch, $6 per column, $10 per 
page, each and every insertion, o lottery or quack 
medicine cards inserted at any price. Each line averages 8 
words. Our terms are strictly cash in advance, Address, 
THE OLD CuRrIosITy SHOP, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 
100 FOREIGN STAMPS 5 Cents. 
ETON GILBERT, Jackson, Mich. 
moe Pe eae OE Leche sie Leal aad, Darden hase ae ES ES SET 
END tro Cents for a Sandwich Island News- 


paper. TRIPP & JoHNSON, Lynn, Mass. 


pS 23 thes ee Sea a 
2? 5 FOREIGN STAMPS, 4 varieties, Adver- 

tising Cards and Premium Stamp, 5 cents. FRANK 
K, RisING, Lena, Ill. 


Micali sited Abie DL De a sa a 
EEBACH, Peru, Ill, dealer in Taxidermist 

Goods, Bird Skins, Fossil Ferns, Naturalist Specimens, 
Rehes, Curiosities, Etc. 


CARL- 


Gy ENUINE INDIAN FLINT KNIFE 15 


cents; Arrow Head 12 cents. W.K. MOOREHEAD, 
Lock Box 57, Xenia, Ohio. 


i ee iis Sa ee 
| pe eedeny FERN IMPRESSIONS on rock 10 

cents each, three for 25 cents. A. F. STEWART, 914 
Eighth street, Oakland, Cal. 


ne Cer at Aten 
5 FOREIGN STAMPS for every Zagle 

Nickel Cent or Foreign Coin, except 1 cent Canada. 
Putt. S. BONNEY, Little Sioux, Iowa. 


Ore SS rbira akenic he ieee 
INGLE Reliable parties who wish to obtain 
s' 


ood sheets of genuine stamps at very reasonable 
prices will do well to apply to L. M. GAGE, Bristol, Vt. 


pec nll poem bes ps di tne el aaa 
CENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE to 


sell stamps from my approved sheets. Commission 30 
per cent. Good reference required. L. M. GAGE, Bristol, Vt. 
2S ore beh ee 


OG seed tesa NEWSPAPERS 50 Cents 


per copy. Very rare. Collectors should take advantage 
of this offer. _ I. B. COHEN, 248 King St., Charleston, S. C. 


SS 
eta 5 cents each; Sea Urchins to 

cents each; Sand Sharks’ Eggs 8 cents each. Send 2 
cent stamp for three varieties of shells and our new price list. 
Tripp & JOHNSON, Lynn, Mass. 


pe ora pees e  e 
ACK NUMBERS Supplied at the following 
rates: Volume 1, 60 cents; Volume 2, 40 cents; Single 
Copies of Volume 3, 6 cents each. Address, THE OLD 
Currosity SHOP, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


a 
25 PER CENT.COMMISSION to AGENTS 

selling Cards for me. Gold Bevel-Edge Cards, best 
made, 10 cents per dozen. Other styles on hand. Agents’ 
outfit, ro cents. C. W. KING, Oberlin, Ohio. 


eee oo See SS 

PECIAL! FOREIGN COPPERS 28CENTS 

per dozen, all different. U.S. Cents from 1812 to 1857, 

in sets, from 2 to 5 cents each. Confederate Notes, in sets, 

50 cents to $100, for 50 cents. Correspondence solicited. 
T. B. BENNELL, 304 Broadway, New York. 


pi eT EI 
A PRIZE.—Send six cents for postage, and 
receive free a costly box of goods which will help all, of 
either sex, to make more money right away than anything else 
in this world. Fortunes await the workers, absolutely sure. 
At once address TRUE & Co., Augusta, Maine. 
ee ne 


PECIAL! 


Foreign Coppers 25 Cents per 

Dozen, all different. U. S. Cents 1793 to 1811, 25 
cents each, upwards, 1812 to 1857, 5 cents each. on- 
federate Notes $5 to $100, ro cents each. Correspondence 
solicited. T. B. BENNELL, 304 Broadway, MY. 
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‘THE STAMP WORLD—Established 1880. 
Is one of the oldest philatelic papers in America. Pub- 
ished monthly in 12-paged form. articles and 
notes on stamp collecting. Subscription 25 cents per year, 
Sample free. Address THe STAMP WORLD, 


124 Walnut st., Cincinnati, O. 


J. & E. DE SOPA: 


107 E, 111TH STREET, New York City. 


PRICE LIST OF STAMPS FREE. 


7 Ysa oa i 3 Ha 
CURIOSITIES, INDIAN GOODS, COLLEC- 


tions of all kinds (except stamps). I have to exchange 
NOVELTIES, STUFFED OWLS, BLACK AND TAN TERRIERS, 
Foss. FERNS, BUFFALO HORNS, TARANTULAS, 
TAXIDERMIST GoopDs, SOUTH AMERICAN 
LIVE-FOR-EVER PLANTS, 


(CRE MACris PERU, ILLINOIS. 


FOR If your stationer or artists’ colorman does not 
keep always on hand a full line of 


15 
CENTS DIXON’S 
AMERICAN GRAPHITE PENCILS, ' 


We will send to your address. samples, guaranteed to be 
worth double the amount, for 15 cents in postage stamps, if 
this journal be mentioned. Our pencils have received the 


highest awards everywhere. House established 1827. 
JOS. DIXON CRUCIBLE CO. 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


Contains 


GEORGE B. MASON, 


COLLECTOR OF 


Postage and Revenue Stamps 
and Stamped Envelopes. 


104 ELEVENTH ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Owing to a protracted illness, I wish to dispose of my en- 
tire collection and duplicates of United States and Foreign 
Postage and Revenue Stamps, singly or in lots to suit. 

Will send on approval to responsible persons. 

The United States Department includes many rare varie- 
ties in Stamped Envelopes, Departments, Locals on original 
Letters, Early Embossed Revenues—1797, 1800 and 1813 
issues—unperforated, and partly perforated Documents, 
Foils, Stamped Checks, Policies, etc. 

Correspondence solicited. 


For Sale. 


Early American Newspapers in files, not bound. 

‘« The Western Star," Stockbridge, Mass., 1791 to 1799 
inclusive. ‘(The Sun,” Pittsfield, Mass., 1800 to 1803. 
‘‘The Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser,” 
Boston, 1800 to 1803. A collection of Newspapers 
Relating to the Assassination and death of President Lin- 
coln. About 80 Broadside Proclamations of Governors of 
Connecticut from 1804 to 1840. About 400 Books and 
Pamphlets Relating to Slavery and the Rebellion. New 
York Common Council Manuals containing much valuable 
information, and many rare Maps and Platesrelative to the 
early history of New York. Central Park Reports—a com- 
plete set. Historical Magazines 1857 to 1874, in numbers. 
Many Scarce American Books and Pamphlets, classified by 
States or Subjects; details of which will be furnished upon 
application. Autograph Letters, Early Lottery Tickets, 
Play Bills, Broken Bank Bills, Presidential Tickets, Badges, 
etc. Correspondence solicited. 

GEORGE B. MASON, 104 11th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


No PosTAL CARDS ANSWERED. 
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Che Old Curiosity Shop. 


«” COLLECTORs and students of Coins, Stamps, Auto- 
graphs, Antiquities, Natural History Subjects and other 
curiosities, will find THe OLD Curtosiry SHop an inter- 
esting publication. 

+", TERMS of subscription: 25 cents a year, 6c, 
per copy. Remit by postal note. 
50 cents a year. 

*,”" RENEWALS.—Subscribers finding this note marked 
with an ‘‘X”"' will know that their subscription has expired. 
Please renew promptly. Address : 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 
Station A, CLEVELAND, O. 


ieee cts ty aes 


Entered at the Cleveland Postoffice as second-class matter. 
i 
WILL M. CLEMENS, - EDITOR AND PUBLISHER. 
ge ee a aE ene 


Office of Publication: 312 Franklin Avenue. 


To all foreign countries 


ooo 
——————X—>—*__ 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, MAY, 1884, 


*,* The present number is not quite as large 
as usual, owing to a press of business matters 
which required our entire and immediate atten- 
tion. 


*,* The $2.00 prize offered by the Editor of 
the OLp Curiosity SHop for the best essay is 
awarded to W. E. Skinner, of Lynn, Mass., 
whose article, entitled ‘The Early Coins of 
America,” will appear shortly. 


NOTES FOR NUMISMATISTS. 


Russian gold coins were first issued in 1701 
by Peter the Great. 


Money resembles condensed fertilizers; it 
must be spread to fertilize. 


Almost the only character inscribed on Orien- 
tal Coins is the Arabic, variously modified. 


Coins made of Platinum were issued in Russia 
from 1828 to 1837, when their issue was dis- 
continued. 


Our money can never be popular with the 
ladies, for the goddess of liberty wears the old- 
fashioned dress. 


The most valuable half cent is the issue of 
1796, which is worth $5. The half-cent issues 
of 1836, 1843, 1847 and 1852 are worth $2 
each. The half-cent issues of 1831, 1841, 1844 
and 1846 are worth $1 each. The half.cents of 
1840, 1842, 1845 and 1848 are worth $1.50 
each, 


Mr. Enos Laney, of Waterloo, N. Y., bas an 
interesting lot of old coins, and has recently 
added to the collection several rare pieces of sil- 
ver issued in the reign of William and Mary; 
the pieces are known as Maunday money, or 


Thursday money, because given to the poor on 
the day preceding Good Friday, when the custom 
of washing the feet of the poor at the churches 
was observed. The coins are clear cut, bright, 
and bear dates from 1690 to 1693. 


One of the finest private collections of coins 
in the city, says the Chicago Herald, is owned 
by Charles C. Larsen, desk sergeant at the Chi’ 
cago avenue police station. The collection in- 
cludes the fine bronze coins of Julius Czsar, 
Augustus and Marcus Agrippa, all antedating 
the birth of Christ; Roman bronze coins of 
Claudius, who reigned 41 to 54 A. D.; Faustina 
Senior, wife of Antonius Pius, Vespasiar, Alex- 
ander, Bassianus, Septemus, Severns, Maximus 
Hercules, and Gallineus, Roman Emperors from 
69 to 270 A. D.; Tetricus Pater, Emperor of 
Gaul, from 263 to 267 A. D.; Constantius Mag- 
nus, who changed the name of Byzantine io 
Constantinople, and made it the seat of govern- 
ment, 336 A. D.; Crispius Cesar, Constantine 
I., Jarianus, Constantine Czsar, Constantine 
Gallus, Flavius Valena, Theodosius Magnus and 
Honorius, Roman Emperors from 306 to 423 
A. D., and of Constantius, Emperor from 1067 
to 1078, together with numerous old Grecian 
bronze coins dating before the Christian era. 
The collection of Danish coins is exceptionally 
fine, and includes silver coins of Christian Lv; 
the pet King of the Danes, who reigned from 
1588 to 1648. These coins were dug out of a 
mound near Verie, a city in Jutland, Denmark, 
in 1879, and various coins of nearly every Dan- 
ish reign and denomination from 1588 to 1863. 
The collection of Swedish coins date from 
Charles XI., 1660, to Oscar II., 1872, and are 
mostly silver and copper. There are also old 
English, German, Austrian, Hungarian, South 
American republics, Belgian, Dutch, Italian, 
Greece, Sicilian, Sardinian, Portuguese, Spanish, 
French, Turkish, Arabian, Siamese, Chinese, a 
silver Tranguebar, a rare West Indian coin, dated 
1781, and others too numerous to mention, in 
all nearly goo odd, rare and valuable coins, 
medals, pieces of paper money and bonds, the 
most of them in an excellent state of preserva- 
tion. 


Prise Ourstions. 


4a Only Yearly Subscribers to the OLD Curtosrry SHOP 
can enter in competition for these prizes. Subscriptions can 
be sent in with answers, however. 


SSeS 
ANSWERS, 


Frank L. Rising, Lena, Ill, wins the prize 
for April. 
PRIZE QUESTION NO. SIX, 
Five different Confederate bills will be given 
to the first person sending us the longest word to 


be found in this issue. Answers must be in by 
May 20, 


FOR STAMP COLLECTORS. 


U. S. officials have ad- 
vanced 50 per cent. or more 
all around, 

h «=o, W.. Durbin formerly held 
AA® a position in a St. Louis bank. 
~ Stamp collecting is spreading 
and business is increasing yearly 


. WESTE! RN AUSTRALIAI 


SEE NE 
»~ @ \ . 


Stamp collecting first became popular about 
1860, and its progress since its rise is truly won- 
derful. No amusement, indeed, could make 
such rapid strides into public favor the world 
over, unless it did possess extraordinary. merit. 


There is one man who is convinced that postal 
cards are a fraud. Pat McGongles purchased 
one and wrote: ‘Felix O’Connell—Come up 
this evening. There’s going to be a dog fight at 
Barney Degan’s. I’m going to bet on Haute- 
han’s dog. Don’t miss the fight.” Pat then 
enclosed the postal in an envelope and handed 
it to the post-office clerk, when there was a 
tableau. Pat says: ‘Be me soul, the post- 
office man made me pay 3-cents for the mean 
one-cent swindle.” 


The common 15 cent stamp of Italy, sur- 
charged 2oc. in the corners, has had many ad- 
ventures in its day. It was originally stamped 
of a pale sky-blue tint. The Italian government 
wished a darker shade, and gave the printers in- 
structions to that effect. An accident happened 
to the matrix, and the flaw was concealed by 
means of four small white dots on the sides of 
the oval frame. We thus have four varieties, 
pale blue, dark blue, with the two white dots on 
each side, and the provisional 2oc, 


Postage stamps are printed from engraved 
plates, on paper especially prepared for the pur- 
pose. At every motion of the press two hundred 
stamps are printed. ‘The colors used in the inks 
are known as “ultramarine-blue,” ‘“prussian- 
blue,” “ chrome-yellow,” “ prussian-green,” “ ver- 
million,” and ‘‘carmine.” The sheets are 
gummed separately. They are placed back 
upwards, upon a flat table, and the gum is ap- 
plied with a wide brush. It dries quickly, and 
then the sheets are pressed. Each sheet is cut 
in half, and then it is ready for the perforating 
machine. The United States Government 
bought the patent of the machine in 1852, pay- 
ing the inventor, Mr. Archer, $20,000, After 
they have been perforated, the sheets are pressed 
heavily so as to make them smooth. 


By a statute of William III., widowers were 
taxed, a common person a shilling, and nobles 
more until the height of utilizing grief for the 
public good was reached by exacting £412 10s. 
from a duke whose duchess was dead. _ 
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BOOKS RECHIVED. 

THE IRVING Liprary. ‘I'wice Told Tales, by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne. John B. Alden, pub- 
lisher. New York. Price 3 cents, A cheap 
but creditable edition. 

THE SCIENTIFIC BAsIs oF Moras, and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. F. R. §S. 
J. Fitzgerald, publisher. New York. Price 15 
cents. Besides the Essay named in the title, it 
contains three others, namely, * Right and 
Wrong: the Scientific Ground of their Distinc- 
tion;” “The Ethics of Belief;” and “The 
Ethics of Religion.” 

For MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS. A Manual 
of Hygiene for Women and the Household. 
By Mrs. E. G. Cook, M. D. Illustrated. Fow- 
ler & Wells. New York. $1,50. This work 
is written by a medical woman for the benefit of 
her own sex. She tells them about their bodies, 
how constructed, and how to care for them ; 
about hygiene and food, of dress and disease, 
particularly those ailments peculiar to woman; 
the treatment of infants and of the insane. A 
book full of practical information for those for 
whom it was written. 

LIVES AND GRAVES OF THE PRESIDENTS. By 
Rev. G. S. Weaver. Sold by subscription and 
published by the Elder Publishing Company, 
Chicago, Ill, Dr. Weaver has produced a great 
work. It is complete in every detail, and is a 
model of book-making. Most excellent portraits 
are given of all the Presidents of the United 
States, and an engraving of the Lincoln monu- 
ment forms an appropriate frontispiece. There 
is not a dry or dull page in the book from first 
to last. The sale of this work, coming as it 
doves during the heat of a presidential canvass, 
will be enormous. Of Dr. Weaver’s last book, 
“The Heart of the World,” nearly two hundred 
thousand copies were sold. 

A BacHELor’s TALKS ABouT MARRIED LIFE. 
By Wm. Aikman, D. D. Published by Fowler 
& Wells, New York. Price $1.50. This is a 
book intensely interesting and instructive. The 
bachelor had his eyes open and saw how homes 
were made a sanctuary for parents and children 
by the ministry of love, acts of courtesy, wise 
discipline, orderly habits, innocent recreations, 
the spirit of piety influencing all. It is just such 
a book as young married people ought to have ; 
so helpful in suggestion, so wise in counsel, yet 
there is not a “‘preachment” in the whole book. 
The chapters are pen-pictures; we see the 
characters portrayed, we hear them talk. We 
append the headings of several chapters: My 
Brother’s Parlor, Krank Holman’s New Home, 
Mrs. Frank Holman’s Housekeeping, in four 
chapters, Obedient Babies, the Dead Babe, 
After the Honeymoon, A Young Wife’s Trou- 
bles, Politeness in the Home, Promises to 
Children, Mr. Frownell’s Boys, Questionable 
Books, The Aged in the House. ~ 


58 THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


SECOND AUCTION SALE 


Stamps and Coins, 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 
STATION A, - : CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


wa This sale takes place May 2oth, 1884. All bids must 
be sent by mail. Make bids for EACH LOT and not by the 
single piece. Ali goods sold to highest bidder without re- 
serve. Terms cash immediately after the sale. Order bids 
by number, and address plainly. 
WILL M. CLEMENS, 


Postage extra. Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


CATALOGUE, 


U. S. Proprietary Stamps—r50 pieces. 

“ Doc., rst issue, 60 var., finely mixed—5750 pieces. 

° “9d issue, 18 var., finely mixed—4o pieces. 
3d issue, 12 var., finely mixed—315 pieces. 
War Department, 3c & 6c mixed—2343 pieces. 

¥ Y assorted, no 3c or 6c—135 pieces. 
Envelope, 1c & 3c mixed—28 pieces. 
3 cent—19 pieces. 
assorted, no 3 cent—4 pieces. 
Envelope, assorted—136 pieces. 
II. ‘« Due Stamps, every kind, mixed—84 pieces. 
12. Postal Service Envelope, black—s pieces. 
13- Interior Department, 3 cent, red—3o2 pieces. 
14. Interior Department, mixed, no 3c or 6c—382 pieces. 
15. Treasury Department, 3c & 6c—20 pieces. 
16. Treasury Department, mixed, no 3c or 6c—366 pieces. 
17. U.S. 1851, 1 cent, blue—175 pieces. 

1851, 3 cent, red—385 pleces. 

19. ‘« 7861, 1 cent, blue—r28 pieces. 


“ue ae 


CoV onewnnZ 


20. ‘* 7861, 3 cent, red—4o7 pieces. 

2i. ‘* -386r, 10 cent, green—2 pieces. 

a2. ‘* 7862, 2 cent, black—s7 pieces. 

23. "7869, 1 cent, 2 cent and 3 cent, mixed—2or pieces. 
24. ‘* 1871, issue mixed—2700 pieces. 

25. ‘* 87x, 10 cent, brown—36r pieces. 

26. “Document Essays—3 pieces. 


27. ‘* 1871, 10 cent, chocolate—2g9 pieces. 


28. “1880, 5 cent, blue and chocolate—588 pieces. 

29. “7880, 2 cent, red—r144 pieces. 

30. “ 1871, 6 cent, red—67 pieces. 

31. ‘1871, 6 cent, carmine—r108 pieces. 

32. ‘1871, 2 cent, brown—268 pieces. 

33- ‘« 1871, go cent, carmine—7 pieces. 

34. ‘* 1871, 7 cent, vermillion—2 pieces. 

ERS ‘* 1882, 2 and 4 cent—183 pieces. 

36. “Envelope, many kinds, mixed—2or pieces. 

cue ‘© Beer, Tobacco and License Stamps—4g pieces. 
38. ‘© Medicine and Playing Card, 60 var.—117 pieces. 


39. Continentals—2272 pieces. 

40. Queensland, assorted—r2s5 pieces. 

41. Jamaica, assorted—367 pieces. 

42. Canada Bill, well mixed—38o pieces. 

43. Canada Bill, $x and $2—41 pieces. 

44. Portugal, assorted—324 pieces. 

45. Germany, assorted—375 pieces. 

46. - North Germany, assorted—139 pieces. 

47. German Telegraph, mixed—8r pieces. 

48. Denmark, assorted—98 pieces. 

49. Cuba, assorted—r2 pieces. 

50. Chili, 5 cent, red—s pieces. 

51. Hungary, assorted—425 pieces. 

52. South Australia—350 pieces. 

53. Greneda, surcharged, assorted—24 pieces. 

54. Argentine, assorted-—12 pieces. 

55. Barbados, assorted—11 pieces. 

56. Hanover—6 pieces. 

57. Wurtemberg, assorted—88 pieces. 

58. Egypt, assorted—r1rq pieces. 

59. New South Wales, assorted—r151 pieces. 
Mexico, assorted—rs5 pieces. 

61. Brazil, Italics, &c., assorted—44 pieces. 

62. Hong Kong—4 pieces. 

63. Dutch Indies, assorted—r5 pieces. 


64. Turkey, assorted—r14 pieces. 
65. Ceylon, assorted—g pieces. 
66. Baden, assorted —22 pieces. 
67. Sandwich Islands, assorted—s pieces. 
68. Western Australia, swan, yellow—x12 pieces. 
69. Cape of Good Hope, assorted—g pieces. 
70. Greece, assorted —72 pieces. 
71. Japan, assorted—13 pieces. 
72. Saxony, assorted—g pieces. 
73. Prussia, assorted—ro pieces. 
74. Bermuda, 1 p. red—ro pieces. 
75. New Zealand, assorted—426 pieces, 
76. Foreign Revenues, finely mixed—72 pieces. 
77. Mixed U. S. and Foreign, many rare—6o pieces. 
78. Stamp Electrotypes, fine foreign—2s pieces. 
79. Volume One, O. C. Shop—6 pieces. 
80. Volume Two, O. C. Shop—6 pieces. 
8x. Lotof Foreign Stamp Papers—sg pieces. 
82. Lot of American Stamp Papers—r1o5 pieces. 
83. Lot of Stamp Price Lists—35 pieces. 
84. File of Stamp World—27 pieces. 
85. Lot of Stamp-sale Catalogues—8 pieces. 
86. Lot of Coin-sale Catalogues—16 pieces. 
87. Lot of Coin and Curiosity Papers—46 pieces. 
88. lot of Coin and Curiosity Price Lists—45 pieces. 
89. Hanford’s Directory, paper, 1883—1 piece. 
go. Philatelic Frauds, paper, 1883. 
gt. Exchanger’s Guide, paper, 1883. 
92. Durbin’s Catalogue, 1883. 
93. Secret of Success, paper, 1883. 
94. Raymond's Dealers’ Directory, 1883. 
gs. Origin of Stars and Stripes, paper, 1883. 
96. Volumes 1 and 2 of O. C. Shop, unbound. 
97. Pocket Manual, cloth, 1883. 
98. Famous Funny Fellows, cloth, 1883. 
99. Journal of Solomon Sidesplitter, cloth, 1883. 
100. ‘Lot of Stamp and Coin Journals—roo pieces. 
*,* Catalogues of this sale, with prices attached, furnished 
after the sale, at 25 cents each. Address plainly, 


WILL M, CLEMENS, 
Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


1869. 1884. 


ESTABLISHED I5 YEARS. 


L. W. DURBIN: 


FIFTH AND LIBRARY STS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
—DEALER IN— 


FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS. 


The largest assortment at the lowest prices always in stock. 
Also ALBUMS, CATALOGUES, Etc. 


ag Circulars and specimen copy of ‘‘ The Philatelic Month- 
ly” free to any address throughout the world. 


De 8 ee 
IG. STAUFFER, 616SMITHFIELD ST. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


20 var. Bavaria....... 15 cts. | 15 var. Switzerland... ro cts. 
ey ‘’  Cards-r0 cts. mot ‘* Cards ro cts. 
ro ‘‘ Baden ........15 cts.| 20 ‘' Spain.........20 cts. 
15 ‘ Thurn& Taxes 20 cts. | 100 * European ....10 cts. 
a5 ‘* France........10cts.| 10 “ “Cards ro cts. 
All stamps genuine. Postage extra. Send money by M. O. 


For sale, a collection of 300 cards and envelopes. Price $30. 
seed res re eee 


10¢. ¢ 10. § 10. ¢ 10. § 10¢. 


MY 24 PAGE ILLUSTRATED 


Catalogue of Coins, Stamps and Currency 
And Two Silver Plated Medals, 


Will be sent free for only ro cents. Catalogue contains prices 
of U.S. Colonials, dollars, halves, quarters, 25 cent pieces, 
dimes, 5 cent silver and nickel, 3 cent silver and nickel, 2 cent 
copper, nickel and bronze cents, half-cents, Confederate and 
fractional currency, single lists of copper coins and stamps, 
dozens of packets of all kinds, besides a great deal of other 
valuable information. For sale only by 


W. F. GREANY, 827 BRANNAN STREET, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


It is expected that all our readers will take advantage of 
the above offer. 
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Rien postage stamps, 


wich Islands, Newfoundland, ete,, etc. Positively the 
best packet I ever put up for ‘the same amount of 
Price only 21 cents. Remitin unused two- 
cent stamps. Address, F. L. MILLS, 124 Walnut St., | i 


money. 


Cincinnati, ___| Cincinnati, Ohio. 


[CURE FITS! 


When I say cure 1 do not moan merely to stop 

time and then have them return again, I mean aradical cure. 
I have made the disease of FITS, EPILEPSY or FALLING 
SICKNESS a life-long study. Iwarrant my remedy to cure 
the worst cases. Because others have failed is no reason for 
not now receiving acure. Send at once for a treatise and a 
Free Bottle of my infallible remedy. Give Express and Post 
Office. It costs you nothing for a trial, and I will cure you. 

Address Dr. H. G. ROOT, 183 Pearl St., New York, 


NEW YORK. 
ALSO 


NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS. 


Any obscure coin accurately described free of 


charge. Coins sent on approval to parties known to 
us. Correspondence solicited, to which we pledge 
prompt attention. Collectors and those interested 
on the subject are invited to call when visiting our 
city. 


CONSUMPTION. 


have a positive remedy for the above disease; ts use 


thousands of cases of the worst kind and of long ke 
have beencured. Indeed, 80 pee BS my faith init efficacy, 
that I willsend TWO BOTTLES F E, together with a VA 


—s TREATISE on this disease, to any sufferer. oes a 
press & P, O, address, DR, T, A, SLOCUM, 181 Pearl 8t., 


LEER A RY 


SUPERBLY PRINTED. INVALUABLE 
to Lovers oF Books. 


el A eles 


$1 Per YEAR. 
roc. Per Copy. 


Literary LiFE is filled with live gossip, and is always entertain- 
ing. It does not consist merely of dry book reviews. 


CONTENTS. Biographies and Sketches of Authors, Remin- 

iscences, Gossip, Personal News, Poems, 
Literary News, Book Notes, &c. There is not a dull paragraph in 
the Magazine. It will please you. 


CONTRIBUTORS. Edith M. Thomas, Clinton Scollard, 
Walter Buell, Mrs. M. D. Welcome, 

W. F. Felch, Kenneth Lee, Will M. Clemens, Wm. Andrews, of 

England ; Frank Yelland. Clarence E. Stone and many others. 


TERMS. One Dollar per Year. Single Copy Ten Cents, none 

free. Advertisements Twenty-five Cents per Line. 
.One good Agent wanted in every City and Town. Write for Terms 
to Agents at once. ‘This is a rare chance to make money. Don’t 
delay. Address: 


WILL M. CLEMENS, Publisher, 


Station A, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
SAY WHERE YOU SAW THIS. 


Contains ras" varieties of 
including Argentine, Sand- 


6 gw 8 a — i i a a 


A collection of about 300 ( a aes Tokens, including seye- 
ral farthings and one two penny. 


500 Catalogues of Coin Sales which have taken place in the 

United States during the past thirty years. Some very rare, 
American Journal of Numismatics, vols. 1 to 13, in numbers. 
Snowden’s Medals of Washington, 4to., cloth, plates. 


Riddell’s Monograph of the Silver Dollar, 8vo., half morocco, 
New Orleans, 1845. 


Eckfeldt and DuBois, Coins, 


Coinage and Bullion Plates, 
8vo., cloth, New York, 1852. 


AUTOGRAPH LETTERS, DOCUMENTS SIGNED, ETC. 
General Henry Lee, of Virginia, 1798. 


General J. T. Mason, of Virginia, r803. 


‘General Alex. Spotteswood. 


Pierce Butler, M. O. C. 

F. S. Key, author ‘‘ Star Spangled Banner.” 
Count Louis De Noilles, brother-in-law to Lafayette. 
Robt. G. Harper. 

Dupont De Nemours. 

Geo. M. Dallas. 

President Madison. 

President Johnson. 

President Lincoln. 

President Garfield. 

Governor Andross, 1680, and many others. 


10,000 Document Stamps, rst, 2nd and 3rd issues, mixed. 
Correspondence solicited. 


GEORGE B. MASON, 
104 11th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


NO POSTAL CARDS ANSWERED, 


EVERY HOUSEKEEPER 


Should read the weekly articles, 


COOKERY AND KITCHEN TOPICS, 
—BY— 


Maria Parloa, 
-—IN— 


THE BEACON, 


Published every Saturday at 295 Washington St., Boston, 
Mass. It isan ILLUSTRATED, LITERARY, SOCIETY 
WEEKLY. Price, 5 cents; 2.50 per Annum. 

Sample copy free. Address, 
CYRUS A- PACE, Treasurer. 


NEW STAMP CATALOGUE 


The twelfth edition of DURBIN’S STANDARD 
CATALOGUE is now ready. It is a complete 
work. Price only 20 cents. Circulars free. Send 
for them. L. W. DURBIN, Fifth and Library Sts., 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Only 150 Copied Riebabarne. 


FAMOUS 
>Funny Fellows.+ 


Brief Biographical Sketches of American Humorists, 
By WILL M. CLEMENS. 


PRICE, 


CLOTH. 215 PAGES. $1.00. 


LIST OF PORTRAITS. 


SAMUEL L. CLEMENS, ROBERT J]. BURDETTE. 
MAX ADELER. MAJOR JONES. 
M. QUAD. 
BIOGRAPHIES. 


Artemus Ward, Mark Twain, Max Adeler, M. Quad, Josh- 
Billings, The P. I. Man, Major Jones, Eli Perkins, 
Yawcob Strauss, Gilhooley, Major Jack 
Downing, Irvin Russell, John H. 

Williams, Jas. M. Bailey, 

Bill Arp, The Fat 

Contributor, 
Bill Nye, Jos. C. 
Neal, John Phcenix, Geo. 
W. Peck, A. E. Sweet, Old Si, W. 
A. Wilkins, H. C. Lukens, Carl Pretzel, 
Uncle Remus, Nasby, Burdette, Spookendyke and others. 
»* Sent postpaid on receipt of $1.00, or, with LITERARY 
LIFE one year, $1.50. 

WILL M. CLEMENS, 

Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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MANNERS MAY BE _BE YOUR FORTUNE. 


THE STANDARD BOOK OF OF POLITENESS, GOOD 
BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL ETIQUET. CON- 
TAINING ALSO THE LANGUAGE 
OF FLOWERS. 


It contains letters for situations with answers. Letters on 
love, courtship and marriage with answers. Forms of Notes 
and Receipts. Social and Business Forms, and other use- 
ful information. 

It is the best Guide to Good Behavior and Correct Letter 
Writing published, 

This book gives practical knowledge to all that desire to 
enter society, business or public life. It teaches them how 
to be easy and graceful in their manners. Also that great 
secret, how to behave so that their society will be courted 
and sought after by every one. This is the wonderful power 
of manners. It is worth more than beauty. True polite- 
ness—as this book teaches it—will give you access to any 
family in America. It treats of every subject desired. It is 
a perfect guide to fashionable life. Possessing this book, no 
one need be at a loss how to act in any emergency. It em- 
braces the customs and usages of good society. It tells you 
just how to dress, walk, talk, act, write, court, love, marry, 
and how to correspond on all subjects. It also contains the 
LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS, which alone is worth what is 
asked for the book. It is the most useful book pypblished 
for either young or old. No matter of what station in life, 
they will be wonderfully benefitted by reading its pages. 


Price only 50 Cents. - 


Any one sending 85 cents will receive the above described 
book and ‘‘HoME LIGHT,” a 48 column monthly story 
paper for one year, the best in the United States. 

Address M. S. CAHILL, Publisher, 79 and 81 Randolph 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Agents wanted. Send two 2 cent stamps for oe Cir- 
cular of instructions. 

‘‘HOME LIGHT,” a 48 column story paper, for one year, 
and the above described book, for 85 cents, is the best and 


| cheapest offer in the whole history of books and newspapers. 


THE. TEACHER'Siao1— 


Thompson’s Teacher’s Examiner, 


STILL MORE POPULAR THAN EVER. 


Ke REVISED AND ENLARGED.“@A 


A NEW EDITION JUST ISSUED FROM THE PRESS FOR 1884. 


THE EXAMINER isa book of nearly 400 pages, having been prepared for Teachers and 


dice fitting themselves to teach, and is also adapted to the use of Common and High Schools, for daily, weekly, and 


monthly reviews. 


It embraces a general review of the following branches in a series of questions and answers : History, 


Grammar, Civil Government, Geography, Orthography, Physical Geography, Reading, Physiology, Writing, Arithmetic, 


Philosophy, Astronomy and Botany. 


1. Every Teacher should procure a copy of the Examiner. 
It contains over 5,000 important questions and answers. 
The work is indorsed by the best educational men of the country. 
Over 40,000 copies have already been sold in the United States and Canada. 


The price of the Examiner is not exhorbitant, but within the reach of all. 
If you are dreading an examination, purchase a copy of this book ; it will guide you safely through. 


2 
3 
4: 
+ Nothing like it for reviews and test-work, and it is being used in many schools. 
6 
7 
8 


The Teacher's Examiner will be mailed to any address, post-paid, on receipt of price, $1.50. 


TEACHERS, [also have a NEW BOOK on English and American Literature, just from the press, entitled 
SKETCHES OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATEURS. 


This is a very useful work. 
his birthplace ; 
moral or immoral ; 


address, post-paid, on receipt of price, $1.50. Address, 


In alphabetical order it mentions the time of birth and death (if dead), of each writer ; 
where he died ; where educated ; his family connections, whether good or bad ; his career in life, whether 
and the most important work he has written. 


This excellent treatise will also be mailed to any 


ALBERT H. THOMPSON, No. 12 3d Avenue, Cuicaco, ILL, 


THE 


OLY CuRIosity 


JoURNAL DEVOTED TO 


Vol. 3, No. 6, 


NOTES ON PHILATELY. 


The Nicaragau stamps are of a very pretty 
design. 

The market will soon be flooded with the old 
issues of Servian stamps, as the entire stock of 
remainders has been sold to stamp dealers. 


Chemical action is solely 
responsible for the bluish tint 
which«is found on the Bar- 
bados Brittania, the Ceylon 
6d., the Chili 5c., the Cape 
1d., the Great Britain 1d., the 
~ early Mauritius, &c. 
Postmasters have been directed not to deliver 
scurrilous nostal cards. They are also forbidden 
to read postal cards addressed to other parties. 
Therefore, when you drop a scurrilous postal 
card into the Post Office, you must acquaint the 
postmaster and his assistants with the fact, or 
they will be terribly perplexed.—WV. 7. P. 

Among the very rarest 
stamps we may mention the 
original yellow and red Aus- 
trian Mercury, the 5 cent 
lilac, and 50 cent blue, eagles 
of Bolivia, the two first issues 
of British Guiana, the 3 peso 
steamship of Buenos Ayres, 
the 12 pence Canada, the early issues of San 
Domingo, the one franc orange of France, the 
1862 issue of New Granada, the V. R. Great 
Britain, the 1868 Mexico, 50 cent blue on pink, 
the Queensland error 1 penny yellow, the first 
issue of Natal, the 2 rls. blue 1851 Spain, the 3 
. lire Tuscany, the early Philippine Islands, &c. 


Mr. M. H. Lewis writes, regarding the 4c. red 
envelope of Mexico: ‘“‘ This envelope can only 
be used in the State of Chihauhau, can not use 
them in writing to another state or country.” 
He also adds: “The P. O. Department in this 
country is a queer arrangement, and it is with 
some trouble that you can purchase any amount 
of stamps at one time. It costs 25c. to send a 


STORY, ANTiq 
BRIC-A-BRAG 


OHOP 


CLE VELAN ?, O0., JUNE, 1884. . 25 Cents per Year. 


letter to any part of the Republic of Mexico, but 
can send one toa foreign country for 6 cents. 
The government is going to issue some envel- 
opes for foreign countries alone, 


Japan has 4377 post office, 
and the aggregate length of 
its mail routes in operation 
is 42,290 mail miles. The 
money order system is em- 
ployed to the public satisfac- 
tion. 


It is stated on good authority that it took a 
European dealer nine years to fill an order for a 
Swiss stamp. 


The British Postage Stamp Saving System is to 
be introduced in Italy. 

The 15 rappen Rayon III 
stamps of Switzerland were 
engraved on stone in two 
rows of five each, each 
stamp differing from the 
others in some minute de- 
tails, and transfers were tak- 
en from this engraving. The 
letters Rp. were then effaced 
and replaced by the -letters 
C4S., so that the same varieties in the design 
are formed in the centime series as in the rappen 
series. 


The collecting of postage stamps is a fashion 
not confined to this country or to a single class, 
for collections are frequently to be seen in the 
drawing-rooms of the luxurious, the study of the 
enlightened, and the locker of the school-boy. 
The fashion has been ridiculed, as all fashions 
will be; but if postage stamps are properly 
studied, collected and arranged, there is no 
reason why they may not be quite as instructive 
and entertaining as the collection of books, en- 
gravings, or other objects. The use and charm 
of collecting any kind of object is to educate the 
mind and the eye to careful observation, accurate 
comparison, and just reasoning on the differences 
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and likenesses which they present; and to in- 
.terest the collector in the design or art shown in 
their manufacture, and the history of the country 
which produces or uses the objects collected. 
The postage stamp affords good objects for all 
of these branches of study, as they are sufficiently 
different to present broad outlines for their classi- 
fication. —San Francisco Morning Call. 


EARLY COINAGE OF NEW ENGLAND. 
BY CHAS. E. WILLARD. 


From the very first the New England colonist 
were embarressed by want of a standard cur- 
rency. ‘The careless management of the coinage 
by the predecessors of King Charles made money 
scarce even in England; the colontsts were 
mostly poor men, the amount of coin, therefore, 
brought to the New World was exceedingly 
small. To supply this need various devices 
were resorted to. The Indians were accustomed 
to use as currency, wampum, a scrt of bead 
made from certain sea-shell. A currency so easy 
to obtain, and so well adopted for trade with the 
natives recommended itself to the colonists, and 
they adopted it, establishing as its value in En- 
lish coin % of a penny: for white heads, % of a 
penny for blue, It was an unwieldy, bulky 
medium at best, but did very well as long as it 
was current. Bartar was, however, the favorite 
of trade. Corn was the medium, mostly used, 
but beaver-skins, fish or cattle passed current 
Lumber is mentioned in the Colonial records as 
offered by the firm of Salsbury for taxes; and Sir 
Edmund Andros in 1687, accepted the rates of 
the town of Hingham in milk-pails. The general 
court regulated, as well as it could, the values of 
these articles and amounts in which they should 
be accepted as legal tender. But they had to 
make court and changes, and the collections 
owed treasurers often sustained heavy losses 
from shrinkage in value. There were many ob- 
jections to barter; it was inconvenient; the tran- 
sportation of “taxes” cost the state a large _per- 
centage of the sum assessed; foreign trades re- 
fused to accept produce for goods which were 
necessary to the colonists. The ships which 
traded with Holland and the Indies brought in 
small guantities of coin, but it was scarce and 
seldom of standard fineness. From England 
came almost none, its exportation being prohibit- 
ed by parliament. 

Accordingly, May 31, 1652, the general court 
passed an order establishing a mint at Boston, 


Jno, Hull was appointed master, and authorized 
to coin shillings, six penny and three penny 
pieces “flat and square on the sides, and 
stamped on the one side with N. E., and on the 
other side with the figure XII, VI, or III ac- 
cording to the value of each piece.” The alloy 
was of the British standard but the weight less by 
%. <A building was erected for the mint, one 
story high, and sixteen feet square. 

Hardly was the new coin issued when it was 
found that it offered unusual advantages for 
fraud. The stamp occupied but a very small 
part of the coin, leaving wide margins for “ clip- 
pings,” and was so wide that it required no great 
skill to counterfieit it. This coinage had a 
brief existence, being superseded, two months 
after its first fissue by the famous “pine tree” 
coinage. This was issued in the same denom- 
inations and had the following design: “A 
double ring on either side with this inscription;— 
Masachusetts and a tree in the centre on one 
side, and the year of our Lord on the other.” 
These coins were issued for a period of thirty- 
five years, a two penny piece being added in 
1662. There were several different dies, but the 
date except on the two-penny—is uniformly 
1652. The pine tree raises’ with the artistic 
skill of the engraver; on one die it is so unique 
a pine that it is commonly called a ‘ scrub-oak,” 
and was pointed out to King Charles by Geo. 
Temple as a representation of the “* Royal Oak.” 

But even the mint could not supply lack of 
money. The Indian race had left the state deep 
in debt; English traders drained the purses of the 
colonists; English officials denounced _ their 
coinage as treasonable, and as injurious to the 
standard of the British mint. The colonists 
tried in vain to propitiate the king. Coinage 
ceased, and the functions of the mint were 
limited to testing and stamping with the value in 
New England money, foreign coinage. The 
old hard times returned. The general court, 
which had some time since ordered taxes to be 
paid in coin, was now. glad to accept produce 
and even wampum, and offered to abate one- 
fourth of all taxes paid in coin. When William 


came to the throne, the colonist petitioned for 
authority to coin their own money. But he re- 


' fused to grant this, and no further attempt to 


revive the mint was made. It had an existence 
of about thirty-five years; years of continual 
warfare with the greed and, jealousy of the 


mother country, 


ag The regular monthly circulation of the OLD CURIOSITY 
Suop is roeoo copies. Terms for acceptable advertising Ten 
Cents per line, $1 per inch, $6 per column, $10 per 
page, each and every insertion. No lottery or quack 
medicine cards inserted at any price. Each line averages 8 
words. Our terms are strictly cash in advance. Address, 

Tue OLp Curtosrry SHop, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


1869. 


ESTABLISHED I5 YEARS. 1884. 


L. W.. DURBIN: 
FIFTH AND LIBRARY STS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
—DEALER IN— 
FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS. 
The largest assortment at the lowest prices always in stock. 
Also ALBUMS, CATALOGUES, ETc. 


a@~ Circulars and specimen copy of ‘‘ The Philatelic Month- 
ly” free to any address throughout the world. 


10¢. & 10@. § 10¢. 2 10@. § 10€. 
MY 24 PAGE ILLUSTRATED 
And Two Silver Plated Medals, 


Will be sent free for only 10 cents. Catalogue contains prices 
of U.S. Colonials, dollars, halves, quarters, 25 cent pieces, 
dimes, 5 cent silver and nickel, 3 cent silver and nickel, 2 cent 
copper, nickel and bronze cents, half-cents, Confederate and 
fractional currency, single lists of copper coins and stamps, 
dozens of packets of all kinds, besides a great deal of other 
valuable information. For sale only by 


W. F. GREANY, 827 BRANNAN STREET, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


It is expected that all our readers will take advantage of 
the above offer. 


NEW YORK. 
ALSO 


NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS. 


Any obscure coin accurately described free of 


charge. Coins sent on approval to parties known to 
us. Correspondence solicited, to which we pledge 
prompt attention. Collectors and those interested 


on the subject are invited to call when visiting our 


GIVE 


city. 


N AWAY! 


his isa beautiful solid wedding ring made 
of Heavy Rolled Gold plate. Each 
ring warranted. We want tointroduce our 
new and beautiful Catalogues of Clocks, 
Jewelry, Watches, Silverware, &c. at once. SPE- 
CIAL Offer: Send us 88¢e. in stamps and we wil] 
send you this elegant ring. We will also send you 
FREE, asa present, the * Little Wonder” “3 


TIME KEEPER, 


just as shown in cut. A thoroughly 
reliable teller of the time of day in 
a handsome Silver Nickel Hunting 
Case. Cut one-third size. Address 


BABCOCK & CO., Centerbrook, Conn. 


Ki 
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JEEBACH, Peru, Ill, dealer in ‘Taxidermist 
Goods, Bird Skins, Fossil ferns, Naturalist Specimens, 
Relics, Curiosities, Etc. 


] ACK NUMBERS Supplied at the following 
rates: Volume 1, 60 cents; Volume 2, 40 cents; Single 
OLD 


Copies of Volume 3, 6 cents each. Address, THE 


CURIOSITY SuHopP, Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 

FF PER CENT.COMMISSION to AGENTS 
aal@F selling Cards.for me. Gold Bevel-dge Cards, best 
made, 10 cents per dozen. Other styles on hand. Agents’ 
outfit, ro cents. C. W. KING, Oberlin, Ohio. 


GPECIAL! FOREIGN COPPERS 28CENTS 
per dozen, all different. U.S. Cents from 1812 to 1857, 
in sets, from 2 to 5 cents each. Confederate Notes, in sets, 
50 cents to $100, for 50 cents. Correspondence solicited. 


T. B. BENNELL, 304 Broadway, New York. 

A PRIZE.—Send six cents for postage, and 
receive free a costly box of goods which will help all, of 

either sex, to make more money right away than anything else 

in this world. Fortunes await the workers, absolutely sure, 

At once address TRUE & Co., Augusta, Maine. 


(THE STAMP WORLD—Established 1880, 
Is one of the oldest philatelic papers in America. Pub- 
ished monthly in 12-paged form. Contains articles and 
notes on stamp collecting. Subscription 25 cents per year. 
Sample free. Address THE STAMP WORLD, 
124 Walnut st., Cincinnati, O. 


RIA 5S ms (pg Bs ep 
CURIOSITIES, INDIAN GOODS, COLLEC- 


tions of all kinds (except stamps). I have to exchange 


NOVELTIES, STUFFED OWLS, BLACK AND TAN TERRIERS, 
FossiL FERNS, BUFFALO HORNS, TARANTULAS, 
TAXIDERMIST GOODS, SOUTH AMERICAN 
LIVE-FOR-EVER PLANTS. 


“SEB BACH PERU, ILLINOIS. 


FOR If your stationer or artists’ colorman does not 
keep always on hand a full line of 


15 
CENTS DIXON’S 
AMERICAN GRAPHITE PENCILS, 


We will send to your address samples, guaranteed to be 
worth double the amount, for 15 cents in postage stamps, if 
this journal be mentioned. Our pencils have received the 
highest awards everywhere. House established 1827. 


JOS. DIXON CRUCIBLE CO, 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


A KARE BARGAIN 


VOLUME ONE, OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 
VOLUME Two, OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 
TEN DIFFERENT STAMP PAPERS 


AND A COPY OF 


FAMOUS FUNNY FELLOWS, 


(A Large $1 Book bound in Cloth. ) 


All sent, Post Paid for One Dollar 


Sent in Cash. 
days only. 


No stamps taken. 
Address, 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 
STATION A, CLEVELAND, O. 


This offer good for 30 


» 
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The Old Curiosity Shop. 


COLLECTORS and students of Coins, Stamps, Auto- 
graphs, Antiquities, Natural History Subjects and other 
curiosities, will find THe OLD CurtosiTy SHOP an inter- 
esting publication. 

»*, 'TERMS of subscription : 
per copy. Remit by postal note. 
50 cents a year. 

*.* RENEWALS.—Subscribers finding this note marked 
with an ‘‘ X” will know that their subscription has expired. 
Please renew promptly. Address : 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 
Station A, CLEVELAND, O. 


— 


oe 
* 


25 cents a year, 6c. 
To all foreign countries 


Exchanges. 


Exchange list is open to year/y subscribers only, and those 
whose names are entered upon our books will have the 
privilege of inserting exchanges. Exchanges must be written 
on one side of a slip of paper separate from other matter 
and must not exceed thirty words, and we reserve the right 
to decline to publish any exchanges. 


Old Canadian coins of all kinds for old UV. S: 
ones. Stamps, postcards and postmarks to ex- 
change for the same. Vol. IV., Golden Days, 
1% vols.; Boys Own Paper, and other good 
papers and books for books by Optic and Alger. 
“ Drifting Round the World,” by Captain Chas. 
W. Hall, for “The Young Lieutenant,” by 
Optic. Write to M. A. MacDonald, Eldon, 
Queen’s Co., P. E. I., Canada. 


Stamps and U. S. silver three cent pieces for 
U. S. copper and silver. A collection (rare) of 
1200 to 1400 domestic and foreign for offers of 
coins, curiosities, etc. Correspondence desired. 
Chas. G. Townsend, 610 So. Park street, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 


Five hundred varieties of foreign and U.S. 
stamp (many very rare) in good album for coins, 
medals, tokens, relics (any kind), etc. E. George, 
box 424, Independence, Iowa. 


I have a new banjo worth $8, that I will ex- 
change for broof bronze, brass, or silver medals. 
C. H. Kassabaum, Earl Park, Ind. 


. Jacob. H. Steinberg, Traverse City, Mich., 
offers a $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 Confederate 
note for any of the following, viz: Five V 
nickels without cents, 10 confederate notes, 5 
broken bank notes, 150 match, medicine or 
official stamps, 2,000 mixed U. S, or foreign 
stamps, etc. 

Fourteen philatelic paperg for 24c. treasury, I 
10 24 andgo cents P. O., and go cts. war depart- 
ment, or 6 varieties W. India stamps; for U. S. 
1869 issue 12, 15, 24 and 39 centseach. Allen 
S. Thomson, P. ©. box 59, Halifax, N. S. 

W. E. Fowler, Spartanburg, S. C., offers 15 
foreign stamps for any bird egg catalogued at or 
above 6c., 30c. for any at ay above 15c._ Data 
required. 


Two Chinese coins for every cent or half cent 
prior to 1830, V_ nickels without cents and old 
U. S. fractional currency for U. S. and foreign 
coins. S. H. Doolittle, Pasadena, Cal. 


A new Waterbury watch for the best offer of 
old U. S. and foreign stamps. No European 
stamps wanted. Accepted offer answered. F. 
A. Ackerman, P. O. box 11, Marengo, Iowa Co., 
Iowa. 


Phil S. Bonney, Little Sioux, Iowa, offers a 
large copper cent, 1 foreign coin and 20 foreign 
stamps for every 3 or 5 cent script, also 55 
foreign stamps for every eagle cent. 

Twenty-five postmarks for every 10 good 
foreign, old U. S., revenue, match, or depart- 
ment stamp (no duplicates). R. D. Clearwater, 
box 147, Kingston, N. Y. 


FIELD CRICKETS. 
BY T. M. WEBSTER. 


One morning after a rainy night, as I was 
passing along the highway, I noticed one of our 
common field crickets working at a kernel of corn 
that had dropped from some farmer’s wagon 
while on the way to market. The rain had 
softened the grain; and after watching the insect 
some time, I found it was eating the germ of the 
softened kernel; I watched patiently until the 
cricket seemed to have satisfied its hunger, and 
found the gorn had been eaten away. Early in 
the fall I found them in cornfields eating thé 
crowns of kernals or ears that had been blown 
to the ground, something I had always before 
attributed to mice. 

The same insect has annoyed farmers con- 
siderably in another manner. Much of the 
harvesting is done with self-binding harvesting 
maceinhs, using corn for binding. Judge of the 
surprise and chagrin of the farmer when on 
drawing in his stacks of grain, to find instead of 
compact bound sheaves only a mass of unbound 
grain, the bands of cord having been cut in many 
places by the crickets. Also I noticed numbers 
of our common black blister beetle (Zpicauta 
pennsylvanica) denuding the ears of corn of the 
silk before the kernel had been fecundated, there- 
by either partially or wholly destroying the ear. 
I have also found Diadrottea fossota, Lec., which 
usually feeds upon the pollen of the flowers of 
the composite, varying its bill of fare by eating 
the pollen corn. Its near relative, D. /ongicornis, 
Say, which I fear is to be the future pest of the 
cornfield, I found feeding upon both silk and 
kernel; one indivdual had excavated nearly the 
whole interior of a kernel, and was still at work, 
being so far advanced into the interior as to 
leave only the tip of his abdomen visible. I’had 
supposed the insect relied upon the flowers of 
thistles and some of the compositz for his food, 
but now think were all of these taken away it 
would find abundant sustenance in the cornfield 
itself. 


THE SPOTTED SANDPIPER. 


BY H. A. TALBOT. 


Probably no shore bird is better known in the 
eastern states, than this small species. Near the 
ocean and its inlets they are perfectly at 
home, and even on land near the large 
pools or lakes, they are found and breed in 
great numbers. Its amusing posturing and its 
clear “‘peet-weet.” are familiar to all who have 
any senses for bird life. It is amusing to see a 
male during the mating season, puffed up, as it 
were with pride, and standing upon a stone, bow 
with its hinder parts to all points of the com- 
pass. 

While the birds are attending to the incubating 
duties, they are quite shy, and it is scarcely ever 
you find a nest unless by flushing the bird itself. 
Even then you may walk over it a few times be- 
fore discovering the eggs. The nest itself is 
nothing to speak about; a few leaves or sticks 
scraped together and made into the form of a 
nest. But upon attempting to take it up, the 
whole thing will drop to pieces. Farther north 
a much better nest is made of hay or moss. 
The eggs are always four in number, pointedly 
pyriform in shape, and it is the fact with this bird 
as with all the a'wders, that they arrange the eggs 
with the small points toward the centre of the 
nest. their color is a light clay, blotched with 
numerous spots of blackish brown or chocolate 
although differing greatly at times in both color 
and markings. 

For the most part they frequent the shore, and 
and subsist by picking out with their long bills 
the shell-fish or small crabs lurking beneath the 
stones. Ona wet or windy day you will see them 
skimming over the water with quick motions, or 
running from rock to rock with remarkable agil- 
ity. The young birds are born with down upon 
them, and after a few hours leave the nest and go 
foraging for themselves. During September the 
flocks make up and leave for warmer climes to 
pass the winter. — 


Prise Ourstions. 


The longest words in our last issue were 
“correspondence,” “communications,” “ Con- 
stantinople,” and “discriminating.” ‘The first 
correct answer was received from Jos. H. Hunter, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and to him the prize offered last 
month is awarded. 
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"| CHINESE COINS, very old and curious, 


e and Price List 25c. C. H. KAsSABAUM, Earl Park, Ind. 


A GENTS WANTED, Send for price list of 
Eggs cheaper than elsewhere. HENRY S. Morris, 
Sisseton Agency, Dakota, 


PENNSY LY ANIA PACKET, a rare old 
Newspaper printed in Philadelphia in 1787, 
will be sent for goc. CHAS. BREHM, Erie, Pa. 


“HEETS ON “APPROVAL. No reference 


necessary. Address, W, & O, SCHLEIF, 410 Walnut 
Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 


225.98 IN CONFEDERATE BILLS, 25c. 


Premium Coin Book, roc. Post Paid. A. Howe, 12% 
Central Avenue, Jersey City, N. J. 


\ ANTED to Sell or Exchange Black Hills 

Geological specimens for Cabinet Curiosities. 
Write, naming wants and offers. L. W. STILWELL, Dead- 
wood, D. T. 


Copies 


HOTOS of famous Indian Warriors, Stero- 
copic and Cabinet including Sitting Bull, Captain 
Jack, Ouray and many others, 20c. each, $1.60 per dozen, 
Catalogue of Indian relics and mineral novelties sent free, 
Agents wanted. THEO. H. WISE, Lisle, Illinois. 


PpPESsiun COIN BOOK, New, Large, 100 


Illustrations for r1c. The Stamp Collectors Guide 
15¢. Our Great Eagle 5 cent packets contain ro stamps, such 
as Native India, Iceland, Danish, Indies, etc., price 5c. 
Sheets on approval. Send reference, W. E. SKINNER & Co., 
Lynn, Mass. 


(JONFEDER STE MONEY. The _ under- 


signed will send to any address, post free, 5 Confed- 
erate Bills, in good condition, and of rare varieties, for $1.00. 
Relics of the War for sale. Address, L. F. HAYNES, News 
dealer, Nicholson House, Nashville, Tenn. 


LD COINS—STAMPS. 10 U. S. Cents 


(large) 1802 etc., 50c ; 10 varieties foreign coins 25¢ ; 
220 in Confederate currency, 20c ; 100 varieties stamps 25¢ ; 
Two silver plated medals and 24 page illustrated catalogue 
roc. For sale only by WM. F. GREANY, 827 Brannan St., 
San Francisco, Cal. 


ONFEDERATE MONEY for sale cheap. 


Government Notes as follows: 8 varieties, 25 ; 15 for 
50c., Or $1.00 bills 8c ; $50, 5¢ ; $20, $10, $5, each 2%c; $2, 
$1, soc, each 3c. Prices above are for Government Notes of 
1862-3, or-4. State Notes each 2c, Coin and Stamp papers 
with advertising rates solicited. Address, M. L. AREY, 
Gold Hill, N. C. 


ONE HUNDRED 


No. 6, XX White Envelopes, with name, business and 
address printed neatly in upper left-hand corner, post 
PAID... eee e eee eee ees ee ee eeeeeeeeenes Lae tt 36c 

roo Note Heads, printed, with name, business and 
BO CTOSS iyrerdicrieriverenst evornlt el eA ie Whe sa Sats nah ye 46c 

60 Chromo and Motto Cards, no two alike, with name toc 

26 Portraits of Presidents of U. S., 21 designs, name on 12c 

26 Extra Fine Gold Edge Visiting Cards, name on..... 20c 

Address, W. J. KAFROTH, Fine Job Printer, 


West Earl P. O., (Lancaster Co.,) Pa. 
HE October, 1883, issue of U.S. Envelope 


Stamps (being used but 25 days) are now in great de- 
mand. Wehavecomplete set of 4 varieties for only roc., or 
3 var. for 5c, post free. Everyone should have them to com- 
plete the set. High cash price paid for entire envelopes (es- 
pecially the green color) of this issue. 15 varieties envelope 
stamps, many very choice and rare for 21c. 16 varieties for 
asc. 2 varieties U.S. local frank envelope RARE, for rac. 
Send postal note if possible. W. E. SKINNER, & Co., Lynn, 
Mass. 
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‘THIRD AUCTION SALE 


—OF-— 


Stamps and Coins, 


STATION A, - - 


—-BY— 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


ga This sale takes place July rst, 1884. All bids must 


be sent by mail. 
single piece. 
serve. 


Make bids for EACH LOT and not by the 
All goods sold to highest bidder without re- 


Terms cash immediately after the sale. Order bids 


by number, and address plainly. 


Postage extra. 


NO. 7 NUMBER OF PIECES. 
1. U.S. Document Stamps, all issues, well mixed. ... 900 
2. Confederate Money, Set $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50, $100 7 
3 set One Dollar Bills, alldifferent 3 
4. + ‘f set of $5 Bills, all different... .. 

& 4 ae set of six different bills, $100,&e. 6 
6. ~s wt State Billsand Scrip, many rare 24 
 S eg 4 $1 Bills, 7 varieties, many rare.. 61 
8. s ef $2 Bills, 4 varieties............ 40 
9. . ” $5 Bills, 10 varieties, many rare 80 

10. es ik $ro Bills,-3- varieties: 3+--.7 ok: 58 

TX £3 3 $20 Bills, 2 varieties, rare...... 19 

12. “ Ee $50 Bills, 1864 issue, rare ..... 13 

13. i$ “ $100 Bills, 3 varieties, rare..... 14 

14. 4 ae $5; Bills,fassarteds. . yi \/cck-eovsis 65 

15. ee bs $10: Bills, assorted... éss%4 sas. 67 

16. U.S. Document Stamps, 50 varieties, many rare... 550 

17. Foreign Revenue Stamps, 60 varieties...........+. 80 

18. Foreign Reyenues, 35 varietics, many rare......... 100 

19. Mixed Foreign Stamps, Egypt, Greece, &c........ 245 

20. Brazil, Numeral in Center, Black, 30, 60, 90 reis... 27 

2i. Brazil, saver 1SSnes, 5 VAaTIEheSc oc... kes cat cna eee 8 

22. U. S. Document Stamps, all issues, finely assorted goo 

ag. (Pereign Keventes, WEN MIKO. 55 a. wie « siein'ore sus awe Too 

24. Canada Bill Stamps, well assorted................ 700 

25. Mixed U. S. Document Stamps, all issues......... 690 

26. U.S. Postage Due, 1, 2, 3, 5c, assorted........ RL? 

27. Centennial Envelopes, red, cut square............. 5 

28. U.S. Envelopes, 1, 2, 3c, old and new, many rare 53 

29. U.S. Locals, Genuine, Douglas City Rite 17 

a alt 8 Hien’s * cane aO) 

Si, alte ta “s Husseys, 6 varieties... ..... 45 

2A). Dae 28 ay Price's BXpress... si0-n2 +s 10 

33 I St: Ne “¢ Empire City Dispatch ..... 21 

sau: Ste ¢ Boyd's Dispatch........... SF 

35. U.S. Locals, fine assortment, 60 varieties......... 115 

36. U.S. Document, roo varieties, many rare......... 1500 

2B 7p MAREE VA HUT MORTITALS. Oil, Fe chao gia HSE alpaites 800 . 

38 Foreign Stamps, scarce and Tare... 4.).:.. iutwuid viene 30 

aq, IewiOnndland,. 4° Varieties...) soc. nex soo aban ttids 6 

40; Sandwieh-Islands, -2 varieties, 075 35 .0< <2 6c yes ss 6 

az; Orange States,:2 (varieties 20.005 34 ted. 1 weiss fs 4 

42. South American Stamps, many rare (no Brazil).... 12 

43. U.S. Document Essays, proofs very rare.......... 3, 

44. U.S. Postage and Revenue, well mixed........... 300 

45- Match Stamps, fine lot, 50 varieties............... 7 

a6, Trenton MatelCoi;izc" Dhue... Gives a adan ts adn 4 

a7:)08..E. Eaton Match, xo blacks. 03.6h siwisins siewieiets ofa 

48. Mansfield & Co. Match, 1c blue..............64 7 

49x, E. Zales: & Go. Match, sé blatkescss shoes eet 7 

50: Cardinal Match Cou, \r¢ browtis, 3/3543). sical ois ak we 3 

ex. 21, Leigh, 20) blag. seis be die. shh <agrete nea” 12 

Soe Te WY © WORT ATES Ce vAUECS reo gala tein 3,6 Wen ie eine 14 

BS, Win. (sates SOUS, FO DIACK. fact felis bs wie oe ate 18 

54. A, Messenger, 16 DIAG id sing is'vvnssassivinns sabe 32 

gaittstar Match, rc black SVs 4 rk sis ver ena 39 

g6. Byam;, Carleton &:Coy, teibiack Ivars ew eiwsie 37 

57, Alligator Match: Co.,:1¢ bleaches eae aes 6 

58. Richardson Match Co., re black....... igs oes i LE 

59,1, M.' Richardson; Jc'Blue. au; Aeiank Gee o> ca sees 4 

60. Swift, Courtney & Beecher,1c blue...............- 37 

61. Ejichele & Co., 1c blue. .... od. See ike clan hte ww 19 

Ganjes L, Clark; 1c greeny) a. fs oe, ated ek Die eel Me 40 

6suimatver Match Co,,, 1¢ bluer. Si liearss see ee 42 

64. Private Medicine Stamps, 38 varieties,"many rare .. 38 


ILL M. CLEMENS, 
Station A, Cleveland, Ohio. 


CATALOGUE. 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


NO. NUMBER OF PIECES. 
65. The Same, 40 varieties, some very rare...... .... 40 
66. Medicine and Playing Cards, finely assorted..... . 105 
67. U.S. Adhevises, all issues, 20 var. evenly ra 
68. U.S. Postage Due, 4h VRSIGHOE 5 inn scan baat 6 
69. U. S. Old Envelopes, all different....,.......... 6 
70. .U, S, Envelopes, 1, @GN0.96i de rentas nevate ve i 
71.._U. S. Centennial Envelopes, red............+0s+: 2 
72. War and Interior Department, 3 cent...........- 29 
73. U. S. 1851 issue, 1 and 3 cent, assorted.........- 63 
74. U.S. 1861 issue, 1, 3 and 10 cent, assorted.... . 58 
75. U.S. 1866 issue, 2 defit black..,...i). sce ove 33 
76. U.S. 1869 issue, 2 and 3 cent, assorted.......... 35 
77. U.S. 1870 issue, 10, 12, 15, 30 cent, assorted..... 55 
78. U.S. 5 cent blue and chocolate, assorted......... 75 
79: Treasury Department, Offe come! '.. 60s. a.539 meen 18 
80. {WO Conti. 5 sie) emp video 19 
81. Ny id three cent). 0.5 00.e1eeeue 26 
82. ss nn Sik conti ci eondss eee 27 
83. * 44 f6N CONt « .o.s.s acdumev ed aran 21 
84. ser s: twelve cent. ..icc<vsatewan 19 
8s. of if fifteen Cefite sc i vlnyaioe sais 9 
86. i As thirty.cent. ..°..ta .eweeonn 6 
87. War Department, ee | Se ee yy 27 
B0.* CWO CONE 2. ong 5.0ife ate oka seek 21 
85." “ Cree Cents. ace A cake nae 27 
go. ‘ 5 WX CONG. ioe cee ios ws op Sed eens 27 
or, “4 a TEN “CED pivenpaaes ss aoe ewan 2 
oa;o23 ‘t] cael twelve centacs.0i S202. Saas 6 
O3.\7. tf “e fifteen ‘Gent. ; 406 an gel ees 5 
ou: ."s * twérity-four cent.) oJ. chase sues 2 
of, Mee Bk e thirty cent. .«/</.}. 6 sirecmaneee 6 
OGat a + Envelope, one cent. .. snd 0asss 21 
97: Interior Department, one cents Ns). Nila. wee 15 
98. two. cents. A: uae ane 23 
99- ry sa tHPCS* COL 2. cae caer eee 27 
100. + " Six centians a. be Wak ese = 2 26 
IoI. ¢ x! Lei Cent. «pat eran pee yo 5 
102. 43 Ae twelvé'centy {4.41% Stik ase 3 
103. Post Office Department, SNE RENE Fee. wis wee ace II 
104. three, CONE .o rs seemeee 27 
Lagayss + y Six icant... ovGsi.8 oe ees II 
TOG. 1 Fs nt fy twelve cent cnc como 6 
10733" st - thirty cent..........-.-+- 6 
TOS pe os ninety :cent.%.. 50 sands) sees I 
Login he os Envelope, three cent...... 18 
110. Navy: Department,ithree. cent...) 50s 4,0 6s aie sees 15 
rrr. Justice, Depaxtment, three cent, >.<. ss ueee ern 4 
112. Agricultural Department, three cent............. 12 
113. Interior, P. O., War and Treasury mixed........ 715 
114. Small lot Unused Foreign, SGimps... o.5:5.>'> samen 19 
rx5., Costa Rica, 1¢.,Green unused... .3:..5..5..35 .900e 6 
116. .Porto. Rico, 1m. 3;my; unused .< . 2.0% acne 16 


127, Spain, four Varieties unused... .. ven seen 4 
118, Natal, Half Penny green, unused... ........<.55=- 10 
rig. ‘Peru, 1 cent Orange, unused. .i.......s.ssseeses 10 
120. Greneda, Half Penny Green, unused............ 10 
121. Turkey, 20 p. Green. unused. .s:.«:-sssa0nscael er 
122, Tromso, Set three Varieties, unused.............. 26 
123. Italy and Sardina, mixed unused.............. as 
124. Meligoland, 1, and 2p., unused................ “an ah 
125. Brunswick, 1, 2. green, unused........... . Seeckian 14 
126. Roman States, 2 cent black, unused.............. “8 
127. Gt. Britain and Canada, 1, %, p., unused........ 13 
128,. Brazil, Numegal, 10, b1UGi.055< ately t mae pee ee eee 6 
129. Fine lot Foreign Stamps, many obsolete and rare, 

bey) BSa varieties sacs. ArT sale wes hie lee On 
130. State, Justice and Executive Dept., (specimens)... 13 
131. Navy department, one cent, used padi piny ech + 0° I 
132, State ii ae a te ee I 
133. Agricnitural Department, 3 c. used.............. 37 
134. U.S, 1851 issue 3 cent TOG 28 5 ctu. Wis bat eae 1200 
195 U.S. 1862 {> eee teeta < eee 800 
136. U.S.'1870  “' 3 cent green.............+ esos 1000 
137. U. > 1870... £91 GOL ted 3 Shes EGS B eae wee 600 
798. U..S..2978 _** Cy. blue. <> «»cne a ceenee enemas 400 
139. Go od lot unused Foreign stamps...............-- 23 
140. Foreign Coins and Tokens, Penny size..........-+ 24 
141. U.S. War Department, 3 c. and 6 c, mixed...... 2324 
142. Canada Bill Stamps, well mixed......  .... va, 
143. U. S, 1882, 26, ANA 4C..... 1. cece nett ee ee eens 183 
144. U. S. 1869, 1, 2, 3c. MIXEd... ......+0++-+ eee 201 
145. U.S, 1871, 10 C. DTOWN..... wee cece eee e seen 361 
146. U.S. 1880, 5 c. blue and chocolate,......-..--.. 588 
147. Beer, Tobacco and License stamps.........+-++. 49 
148. U. S, 1880, ac. red........5.5% aetna ka Te I44 


NO, NUMBER OF PrEecEs* 
149. Treasury Department, 3 c. and 66...........000- 20 
BN Elin TOPE, XO CLCHOCOINO, Wedin cncaeecedereoens 29 
Bex. Us ou x86r, YO 6, ‘green,.... SONU’ c OR we wens 2 
Meet eerste) BOrviGd EN: Ble ce ce hee dsc ccunveuns 5 
153. German Telegraph Stamps, unused,,..°***...... 81 
154. New Nickels without word cents...............+: 2 
155. New Stamp cuts, electrotypes, cost 50c.|each.... 50 
156. Scott's International Stamp Album, Nearly new.. 1 
157. International Stamp Dealers Directory.......... I 
Pere eURCUMU Ors CANOE. TOG. ce. os ge isuine see asters eee 3 
159. Stamp’Auction Sale Catalogues. .............-06 8 
160. The Stamp world, incomplete file.............. 2 
161. Confederate Note Album, Cloth, cost $4........ I 
162. Stampand coin Journals, nice lot................ 100 
163. Volume one Old Curiosity Shop...............+.. 6 
164. Volume two Old Curiosity -Shop........ ....... 6 
165. Volume three Old Curiosity Shop............«+.. 6 
166.+ Complete file O. C. Shops. 2... ii. eee eee ees 18 
167. Handy Atlas of the World, cloth, 1884........... I 
168. Sterling Postage Stamp Catalogue, 1882.......... I 
169. Revenue = ue TMOG Ay wove Ns 1 
170. Durbins Stamp Catalogue, 1884.............ee08- I 
171. Famous Funny Fellows, 1883, Cloth, 115 pages, cost 
RUOEAN Bene Gah oSihe ve Us cs thew om or eepe vd ss I 
172. Wit and Witticisms, Cloth, 1884, cost |1$........ I 
¥7a.. mrereotype cut of US. cent 1793)... <1... i ewes I 


Address at once 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 


Station A, CLEVELAND, O. 


FAMOUS 
>Funny Fellows.< 


Brief Biographical Sketches of American Humorists, 


By WILL M. CLEMENS. 


CLOTH. 215 PAGES. PRICE, $1.00. 


LIST OF PORTRAITS. 


SAMUEL L. CLEMENS, ROBERT J]. BURDETTE. 
MAX ADELER. MAJOR JONES. 
M. QUAD. 


BIOGRAPHIES. 


Artemus Ward, Mark Twain, Max Adeler, M. Quad, Josh 
Billings, The P. I. Man, Major Jones, Eli Perkins, 
Yawcob Strauss, Gilhooley, Major Jack 
Downing, Irvin Russell, John H. 

Williams, Jas. M. Bailey, 

Bill Arp, The Fat 

Contributor, 
Bill Nye, Jos. C. 
Neal, John Phoenix, Geo. 
W. Peck, A. E. Sweet, Old Si, W. 
A. Wilkins, H. C. Lukens, Carl Pretzel, 
Uncle Remus, Nasby, Burdette, Spookendyke and others. 


«*, Sent postpaid on receipt of $1.00, or, with LITERARY 
LIFE one year, $1.50. 


WILL M. CLEMENS, 
Station A, Cleveland, Ohio, 
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Dealers Read This! 


Send me 100 U. S. Stamps 


OF THIRTY CENTS BLACK, 


AND YOU WILL 


150 Brazil Roman of 1850. 


RECEIVE BY MAIL 


Send 250 of 10c. Brown and 90c. 


VERMILLION, AND YOU WILL RE- 
CEIVE BY MAIL, 


200 Italics 1844, 10, 30, 60, and 80 Reis; 
Address, 


FABRICIO DUTIA LILVA, 


13 BARRIS STREET, 


BALVIA, BRAZIL, - . - SOUTH AMERICA. 


pes GOOD MINERALS or ten good curi- 


osities for 50 cents siiver. Stan-fish, Sea Urchins and 
Skates Eggs, 10 cents each, or 2 for 15 cents, 3 for 20 cents, 
6 for 25 cents. 1oo mixed stamps and price lists for 1o cents. 
List free for stamp. ERNEST G. HARLOW, LYNN, Mass. 


YOUR-LAST CHANCE 


VOL. ONE, OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 
AND 
VOL. TWO, OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 


BOTH POST PAID FOR ONLY asc. 
POSTAL NOTE. SEND QUICK. 
WILL M. CLEMENS, 


CLEVELAND, O. 


STaTIon A, . - 


NO STAMPS TAKEN. 


Established Fifteen Years. 


Tee. aa) oo eee 
Fifth and Library Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Largest and best stock of Genuine Postage Stamps 
and Postal Cards in the country, for sale at reasonable 


prices. ‘The best and cheapest packets put up anywhere. 
Illustrated catalogues, albums and everything wanted by 


collectors. 4 : 
pat will pay youto send for circulars before ordering 


elsewhere. 
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OSGooD’s NE 7 Boorse. 


A NEW VOLUME OF SKETCHES BY MR. HOWELLS. 
THREE VILLAGES. 


By WiiiiamM D. Howe Lts. 1 vol. 16 mo. Little-Classic size, : : $1.25 


In this pleasant record of close and kindly observation, Mr, Howells gives descriptions and reminiscences of three pecu- 
liarly interesting American communities and their people, making rare and delightful pen sketches, as dainty and delicate as 
his “‘ Venetian Days" and ‘‘ Italian Journeys.”’ 


HENRY IRVING’S AMERICAN BOOK. 
HENRY IRVING'S IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA. 


Narrated in a series of sketches, chronicles and conversations. By JosepH Harron, 1 vol. 


12 mo, os : : : : - - $1.50 
[From an interview reported in ‘‘ The New York Tribune."’| 


‘*Is it true that you are going to write a book about America, Mr. Irving?” 

“Yes, I fear it is only too true. When I tell you that I am correcting the proof-sheets now, and sat up all last night 
doing so, you may imagine I have but little spare time upon my hands. 

«Ts it to be in diary form ?”’ 4 

“No, not exactly. There will be a sort of chronological sequence in it, for it is largely composed of the notes I have 
jotted down from time to time. It will be published in both England and America. Osgood takes it in hand.” 


AT DAYBREAK. 


By A. STiRLING. A novel. 16 mo. - - - - $1.25 


A graceful, idyllic, well-written story of two Danish-American families, of a new type. The plot is good, with many 
fine situations, the interest is sustained to the end, and the story as a whole has both power and freshness. 


AN AVERAGE MAN. 


By Rosert Grant, author of “Confessions of a Frivolous Girl,” ‘The Lambs,” &c. 1 vol. 
I2 mo. : - - . - niloh - $1.50 


- ‘A sparkling bright thing,” it is pronounced by a well-known critic. A success is predicted for this vivid, realistic 
story, not inferior to that which welcomed ‘‘ The Confessions of a Frivolous Girl.”’ 


A MIDSUMMER MADNESS. 


By Mrs. ELLEN OLNEY KIRK. 1 vol. 16 mo, : : : $1.25 


A capital novel, by one of the foremost American story-writers, full of bright epigram, and abounding in interesting 
situations. 


BUSTS. 


A novel. By Ropert AprHorp Bolt. 1 vol. 12 mo. - - $1.50 


A Southern love-story and an admirable one, giving striking hints of the state of feeling lingering yet in the South, with 
a brillianey of local coloring, and a complexity of plot, that furnish material ample and well worked out to constitute ‘*Eustis” 
a most original and interesting novel. 


THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER. 
Near Murfreesboro, Tenv., December 30, 1862, to January 3, 1863. By ALEXANDER F, STEVEN- 
SON. 1 vol. 8vo. With maps and plans, - — . . $3.00 mma 
A minute and detailed account of one of the most sanguinary and prolonged battles of the Civil War, which has hitherto 


been too little understood. The heroic deeds of the two armies that confronted each other in Tennessee are here set forth 
with picturesque martial vigor, and the precision of military science. 


JAMES R, OSGOOD & CO., BOSTON. 


